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ABSTRACT

Interest in using natural gas began on a limited scale in the late 1950s, but
widespread interest in exploiting and manufacturing natural gas did not start in
Irag until the late 1970s. The research presents an introductory
comprehensive exploration of the natural gas industry in Iraq, covering its
significance, reserves, production, and the challenges it faces. It starts by
emphasizing the importance of natural gas as a national resource, on par with
oil, due to its ability to finance the Iragqi economy. The research also
emphasizes the environmental benefits of natural gas, such as its cleanliness
and high thermal efficiency, and highlights its global consumption. However, it
points out the challenge Iraq faces in fully exploiting its gas resources,
especially wasting significant quantities due to the lack of necessary
infrastructure, attributing this to previous governments' preference for crude oil
over gas. The research also discusses the concept of sustainable development
and its emergence in response to environmental concerns, social imbalances,
and economic issues. It sheds light on the need to achieve a balance between
the economic, environmental, and social dimensions of sustainable
development, offering various definitions of the concept from different sources.
Furthermore, the text delves into Iraq's natural gas reserves and production,
detailing the country's large confirmed and potential gas reserves and the
challenges it faces in harnessing and utilizing this valuable resource. It
provides a comprehensive overview of the natural gas sector in lIraq,
highlighting its reserves, production, and associated challenges, and ultimately
paints a comprehensive picture of the industry in the country. Among the key

conclusions, the research demonstrates the importance of natural gas as a




national resource for Iraq, considering it on par with oil in financing the national
economy. Additionally, it highlights the challenges facing Iraq in fully exploiting
its gas resources, including wasting significant quantities due to the lack of
necessary infrastructure and the preference of previous governments for crude

oil over gas.
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