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Introduction

Pronouns are an essential component of language, serving as substitutes for
nouns to avoid repetition and ensure coherence in communication. They play a pivotal
role in sentence structure, maintaining linguistic economy and clarity.As a
grammatical category, pronouns are indispensable in maintaining the fluidity and
coherence of communication.In this study, we delve into the characteristics and roles
of pronouns in two distinct languages:English, a global language widely used across
cultures and disciplines, and Arabic, a language with deep historical roots and a

unique grammatical system.

The significance of this study lies in its comparative approach, which not only
investigates the types, forms, and functions of pronouns in English and Arabic but
also highlights their similarities and differences. This analysis is particularly valuable
for learners, translators, and researchers seeking to bridge the linguistic and cultural

gap between these languages.

The research is structured into three main chapters. The first chapter focuses on
pronouns in English, discussing their classification, grammatical functions, and
practical applications. The second chapter examines pronouns in Arabic, exploring
their unique forms and syntactic roles. The final chapter provides a comparative
analysis, identifying parallels and distinctions between the two languages in terms of

pronoun use.



The overarching goal of this study is to provide a comprehensive understanding
of pronouns in English and Arabic, emphasizing their importance in linguistic theory
and practical language use. By comparing these languages, the study aims to uncover
universal principles of pronoun usage while appreciating the unique characteristics of
each language.

This research is particularly relevant for linguists, translators, language
educators, and anyone interested in the intricacies of language structure and usage. It
also serves as a valuable resource for those seeking to deepen their knowledge of
English and Arabic grammar, fostering cross-cultural understanding and enhancing

communication between speakers of these languages.



Chapter One

1.1 pronouns in English

English grammar consists of eight parts of speech. Each part has its own definition.
As for the topic here, the definition of pronouns can be examined according to Eckersley and
Eckersley (1960): "A pronoun is a word used instead of a noun". However, Arts (2001) stated
that pronouns are lexical elements in the English language. They are a part of closed-system
components. The word "pronoun" derives its meaning from the words pro and noun,
indicating that pronouns can be used in place of nouns.

English pronouns are an important part of speech. They improve our communication,
and their usage is highly necessary. Along with English nouns, which "represent the most
important grammatical category" (Stoian, 2022), English pronouns replace nouns in order to
avoid repetition and to make our communication in English fluent and comprehensive.In this
study, the types of pronouns were highlighted. Eight types of pronouns were identified,
explained, and illustrated with abundant examples, in addition to the functions of pronouns in
the English language. Understanding the different types of pronouns and their uses is
essential for mastering the rules of the English language, which enables clear and effective
communication across different contexts.

1.2 Types of Pronouns in English:

1.2.1 Personal Pronouns

Speech naturally requires two people: the speaker (the first person) and the listener (the
second person). So, / and we are first-person pronouns, while you (thou, thee, ye) are
second-person pronouns. Beyond these two people, there is a vast world of people and things
that can be discussed. For all of them, we use third-person pronouns: ke, she, it, one, they
(Eckersley & Eckersley, 1960).

The personal pronouns must correspond to their antecedents in terms of case, person,
number, and gender. This technique is known as agreement. Personal pronouns are used to
replace entire noun phrases. For example :

1) read a book. It was good.
2) I read some books. They were good.
3) I like tea. Do you like tea too? (Azar, 2002).

There are errors concerning the use of the subject, object, and possessive cases.



The correct usage must be as follows:

a) Subject Pronouns: Used as subjects of sentences,as /e in (4).
4) John has a car. He drives to work.

b) Object Pronouns: Used as objects of verbs or prepositions, as in (5) and (6).
5) John works in my office. I know him well.
6) I talk to him every day.

c) Possessive Pronouns: Indicate ownership and stand alone, as in (7).
7) That book is hers.

d) Possessive Adjectives: Followed by a noun, as in (8).
8) Her book is here.(ibid,2002).

A generic noun is used to represent a general category rather than a particular person
or thing, such as "a student." This typically results in the use of a singular masculine pronoun.
However, many speakers prefer to use both masculine and feminine pronouns when replacing
the noun phrase. To avoid this issue, a plural pronoun is often used in place of the singular
form.

9) A student should always do Ais assignments.
10) A student should always do Ais or her assignments.
11) Students should always do their assignments (Azar & Hagen, 2009).

Another type of noun is the collective noun, such as "family," which is used to
represent a group of people, things, or a unit. In this case, a singular neutral pronoun is used if
the collective noun refers to an impersonal single unit. However, the plural pronoun is used if
the collective noun refers to the members or individuals in the group to which it belongs.

12) My family is large. /¢ is composed of nine members.

13) My family is loving and supportive. They are always ready to help me (ibid,2009).

SUBJECT OBIJECT POSSESSIVE POSSESSIVE

PRONOUN PRONOUN PRONOUN ADJECTIVE
SINGULAR I me mine my name

You you your your name

she, he, it her, him, it hers, his, its her, his, its name
PLURAL we us ours our names

you you yours your names their

they them theirs names

(1) Table : Personal Pronouns (Azar, 2002)



1.2.2 Demonstrative Pronouns

According to Sargeant (2007), demonstrative pronouns are used for pointing out
things. The words this, that, these, and those are demonstrative pronouns. We use
demonstratives to 'point' to something in the situation. 7his and these refer to something near
the speaker, while that and those refer to something further away. This and that are singular,
whereas these and those are plural. In speech, they do not require antecedents.
14) Those are too large (Gucker, 1966).

In writing, the demonstrative pronouns may take antecedents, but there is no fixed
rule. The pronoun may point forward or the reference may be quite general:
15) This is my answer
16) Those were the days.
The writer should merely make certain that the reference of the pronoun will be clear to the
reader (ibid, 1966).

1.2.3 Reflexive pronouns

Reflexive pronouns refer back to the subject of the sentence (Eastwood, 1994). They
are categorized into two groups: singular and plural. The singular reflexive pronouns include
myself, himself, herself, itself, and yourself, while the plural reflexive pronouns include
yourselves, themselves, and ourselves. Reflexive pronouns function as the object of a verb or
preposition when the subject and the object of a sentence refer to the same person or thing.
17) I saw myself in the mirror (Azar, 2002).

1.2.4 Possessive Pronouns

Possessive pronouns are divided into two categories. The first is known as possessive
determiners: my, our, their, her, his, its, and your, they are used to modify nouns. They cannot
be used singly. The second category includes possessive pronouns such as mine, ours, yours,
theirs, his, its, and hers, which are used alone. There is a connection between the possessive
pronouns and the possessor, not the thing possessed. They must agree with the possessor in
number and gender. For example
18) The boy lost Ais book

The form of the possessive pronoun and possessive adjective does not alter depending
on whether the thing possessed is singular or plural.

19) The boy lost Ais book.

Possessive pronouns are used to refer to physical parts, personal items, and various
expressions.For example
20) Mary has broken her leg. (parts of the body)

21) They have changed their minds again! (personal belongings)

22) Don't lose your balance! (in other expressions)



The possessive pronouns used in prepositional phrases related to the object or in
passive constructions related to the subject are replaced with the definite article.For example
23) She took me by the hand.

24) I must have been hit on the head with a hammer.

Possessive adjectives, often referred to as independent possessives, are characterized
by their autonomy from a noun during their usage.

Furthermore, independent pronouns may be employed following a preposition, resulting in
the formation of a double genitive.

25) I have been talking to a friend of yours (one of your friends) (Igaab & Tarrad, 2019).

1.2.5 Interrogative pronouns

Interrogative pronouns are wh-words that occur inside wh-phrases positioned at the
beginning of interrogative clauses. Interrogative pronouns are who, whom, which, what,
whose, and that. These are characteristically used to ask questions. The forms who, whom,
and whose refer to humans. Who is the nominative form used in the subject position, while
whom is the accusative form associated with a direct object position or with a prepositional
complement position. Whom is formal and more likely to occur in written language. The
interrogative pronoun which can be used to ask questions about humans or non-humans. By

contrast, the pronoun what can only be used to ask questions about non-humans(Aarts, 2011).

1.2.6 Relative pronouns

The definite relative pronouns are who, which, and that. Whom is the objective case
form of who. These pronouns occur in constructions called relative clauses. A clause is a
group of words containing a subject and a verb. A relative clause depends on a word or words
in the main clause. The relative clause is used as an adjective to modify the noun (Gucker,
1966).

The choice of who or whom depends on its construction in the relative clause:

26) The man whom you accused is not guilty.
27) The policeman to whom 1 spoke was very helpful.

In these lines, the relative pronouns serve as objects for the verb “accused” and the
preposition “to”, hence the objective form is used. Whose, the possessive form of who, is
widely used as an adjective.

28) The woman whose house I rented is my cousin.
Whose modifies the house.



The relative pronouns which and that are invariable and have no case changes:
29) The wind that comes in the spring... (subject)
30) The house that Jack built... (direct object)
31) The book to which he referred... (object of a preposition)

The words who, which, and that have diverse meanings. That can be used for either
people or things, however who (whom, whose) is only used for people, and which never for
persons.The older use of which, as in "Our Father, which art in heaven," is archaic.

In certain constructions the relative pronoun may be omitted:As for instance
32) Is that the dog (that) I saw in the yard?
33) The girl (whom) Harvey is engaged to was at the party (ibid,1966).

1.2.7 Reciprocal pronouns

Reciprocal pronouns indicate a shared relationship or action. The English language
has just two reciprocal pronouns: each other and one another.
34) They offered each other gifts for their birthdays.
35) They support one another in every situation (Stoian, 2023).

1.2.8 Indefinite Pronouns

The largest of the pronoun classes is that of indefinite pronouns:
36) Many are called, but few are chosen.
37) Somebody should help him.
Since the only distinguishing feature of these pronouns is their concern with number singular
or plural, they are divided into three categories: those that indicate a single person or thing,
those that indicate more than one, and those that represent a portion or part of something.
Certain words belong to more than one group.
The portion indicators are singular, and are used with things that cannot be counted:
38) All of the time (gold, water, sand) is...

The plural indicators are used with things that can be counted:
39) All of the men (chairs, pencils, houses) are...

The significance of the distinctions suggested by this grouping become clear when the
pronouns are employed with verbs or personal pronouns. The verb or personal pronoun
should have the same number as the indefinite pronoun.

40) Each of the guests had to show #is ticket.
41) All of the guests had to show their tickets (Gucker, 1966).



SINGULAR INDICATORS PLURAL INDICATORS PORTION INDICATORS

anybody, anyone, anything, all, any, both, enough, few, all, any, enough, less, little,
everybody, more, none, plenty, several, more, much, none,
everyone, everything, some. plenty, some.

somebody, someone, something,
another, each, either, neither,
nobody, nothing, none, one.

(2) Table :Indefinite Pronouns (Gucker, 1966).

1.3 Functions of Pronouns in English

Pronouns are important aspects of the English language because they contribute
significantly to sentence structure, noun replacement, and discourse cohesion, making them
crucial in both written and spoken communication. Pronouns play important grammatical
roles, such as subjects, objects, and possessives, aiding sentence structure and increasing
clarity. For example, in the line "I threw the ball," the pronoun "I" serves as the subject,
minimizing duplication and boosting clarity (Rozakis,2003).

Another important role of pronouns is noun replacement, which improves
communication and eliminates redundant phrasing. Instead of repeating a noun, as in
"Although Seattle is damp, Seattle is my favorite city," the phrase becomes more fluid and
comprehensible as "Although Seattle is damp, it is my favorite city" (ibid, 2003).

Additionally, pronouns play a significant role in establishing cohesion within
discourse, linking sentences and ideas to create a unified and coherent text. Cohesion, as
described by Halliday and Hasan (1976), refers to the connections between linguistic
elements that work together to produce meaning across a text. Pronouns serve as referential
links, guiding the reader or listener in navigating the relationships between words, sentences,
and paragraphs (Wolf, Gibson, & Desmet, 2004).

Ultimately, the use of pronouns is indispensable in academic and everyday
communication, as they facilitate clarity, reduce redundancy, and enhance the logical flow of
ideas.



Chapter two

2.1 Pronouns in Arabic

“Pronouns are words such as 'I’, 'it" or 'vou' which replace names or nouns in a
sentence. Arabic has more pronouns than English since it has different versions for masculine
and feminine, singular and plural, and even special dual pronouns for two people or things”
(Wightwick & Gaafar, 2005).

“Pronouns constitute an essential part of speech that can substitute for a noun or a
nominal phrase. Pronouns are categorized according to their functions in the sentences:
subject pronouns, possessive pronouns, object pronouns, prepositional pronouns, relative
pronouns, and interrogative pronouns. In addition to being categorized according to their
functions, Arabic pronouns are also classified according to their form into two types: separate
pronouns and attached pronouns” (Haidar, 2013).

2.2 Types of Pronouns in Arabic

2.2.1 Classification of Arabic Pronouns Based on Their Form
Arabic pronouns can be divided into two groups:

2.2.1.1 Overt Pronouns which include two types:
2.2.1.1.1 Detached pronouns / Independent Pronouns ( 4ladiell yilacall)
2.2.1.1.2 Attached pronouns / Bound Pronouns (laidl yleall)

2.2.1.2 Covert (or concealed) pronouns .

pronouns that are not overtly marked (hidden or innate pronouns in the verb),i.e.,
implied pronouns (3_fiuall ylaall )

Arabic pronouns

Covert Pronouns / Implicit Overt Pronouns/ Explicit

1- Implicitly understood pronouns 1- Attached / Bound /Inseparable Pronouns

2- Detached /Free /Separable Pronouns

(3) Table : Classification of Arabic Pronouns Based on Their Form (Qudissya, 2019)



2.2.1.1 Overt pronouns ( 3_aUal ilal)

They are realized on the surface and fall into two categories: independent pronouns (
dlatia ylaa / detached pronouns), and attached pronouns (dais ylea / bound pronouns) .
The former typically occupy a grammatical subject position in the nominative case
(Qudissya, 2019).

2.2.1.1.1 Detached pronouns / Independent Pronouns ( 4laiidl jilel)

Detached pronouns occur in isolation independently (words that stand alone by
themselves). They are twenty four pronouns in number which are divided in terms of parsing
into nominative and accusative.

2.2.1.1.1.1 The nominative pronouns are twelve in number that are (- atl - <l - <l - s - Ul
Ob - Lot - gt - o - pa - G - L)

2.2.1.1.1.2 The pronoun that occurs in the accusative case is (.. &). It includes twelve

pronouns which are( (AU - Laal) - 2GS - ) - 80) - (AU - LSl 280 - Qb - G - LG - (L))
(Makkawi, 2021) .

2.2.1.1.2 Attached pronouns / Bound Pronouns (d<idl jilaall)

Attached pronouns, on the other hand,are those pronouns that can't be uttered alone or
in isolation. In terms of parsing, the attached pronouns are divided into

2.2.1.1.2.1 Pronouns that are used in the nominative case:

a) The pronoun (:5Y! <alf) which is used with the present, past, and command verbs.
b) Femininity ( 3s~3ll (;5%) is also used with past, present, and command verbs.

¢) Movable feminine ( «U) which is used with the past.

d) Second person feminine ( 4blaall L) that is used with the present and command verbs
only.

e) (4eleall 5l5) which is connected with the past, present, and command verbs (ibid).
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2.2.1.2 Covert (or concealed) pronouns.

pronouns that are not overtly marked (hidden or innate pronouns in the verb),i.e.,
implied pronouns (3%l ylasll ) | They are implied, i.e., they are neither written in the
sentence nor uttered verbally Their meanings and referents can be recovered and understood
from the morphological form of the verb and throughout the context (Qudissya, 2019).

The implied pronouns are divided into (obligatorily hidden pronouns)( 3_iiuall el
Us>5) and (optionally hidden pronouns) ( 3l ss 5l yileall) The difference between
optional and obligatory implicit pronouns is that the former can be replaced by an explicit

noun, while the latter cannot. There are certain positions in which the obligatory implicit
pronoun is used:

a) if it is a subject of a command verb which is used for singular masculine second
person;
b) the subject of the past verbs which are used for exception like (Lils) ,(lae) ,(33)
¢) the subject of a present verb starting with ( 3_ell)

d) the subject of a present verb which starts with a singular second person ( «blaall U5

e) the verbal noun of the present or command verb
f) occurring when there is a participle which substitutes a command verb
g) the exclamatory past verb with a subject which must be obligatory
The optionally implicit pronoun can be used in the following positions:
a) When it can be replaced by an explicit noun.

b) when it can be clear with the verbal noun of the past verb, an adjective, and an
adverb (Makkawi, 2021).

11



2.2.2 Pronoun Categories Based on Function in Sentences

2.2.2.1 Personal Pronouns in Arabic

Personal pronouns are also called subject pronouns. Personal pronouns refer to
persons or entities and stand on their own as substitutes for nouns or noun phrases. The
personal pronouns show differences in gender (masculine and feminine). number (singular,
dual, plural), and person (first, second, and third). However, the number of categories of
personal pronouns in Arabic is larger than in English (12 as opposed to 8) because it includes
both masculine and feminine forms of the second and third person, and it also includes the
dual pronouns (Ryding, 2005) .These are further divided into two main types:(attached
pronouns) (Alaidl jilezall) and (detached pronouns) ((iladidll jileall):

2.2.2.1.1 Independent personal pronouns (dwaiiall siledall )
These pronouns are divided into two main categories: Nominative

Detached Pronouns (iladiall &8 )l jileia) and Accusative Detached pronouns (il jilaa
Alaiial)

2.2.2.1.1.1 Nominative Detached Pronouns (iaiia) ad ) jla)
Person Masculine Pronoun Feminine Pronoun Translation

Ist Singular il ul I
2nd Singular il il You
3rd Singular » ) He/She
1st Dual/Plural Ol Ul We
2nd Dual L L You (two)
2nd Plural i Gl You (all)
3rd Dual Lea Lea They (two)
3rd Plural » op They (all)

(4) Table : Nominative Detached Pronouns in Arabic (dwaiiall a8 1 jilaz) (Makkawi, 2021)

12



2.2.2.1.1.2 Accusative Detached Pronouns (4kaiiall cualll jila)

Person Masculine Pronoun Feminine Pronoun Translation
Ist Singular s s Me

2nd Singular &l i You

3rd Singular ol L Him/Her
1st Dual/Plural L) L) Us

2nd Dual st LaSL You (two)
2nd Plural Sy &Sy You (all)
3rd Dual Laaly) Laaly) Them (two)
3rd Plural Al Sl Them (all)

(5) Table :Accusative Detached Pronouns ( 4laiiall cuail) jilaz) (Makkawi, 2021)

2.2.2.1.2 Suffix personal pronouns (da<iall silall)

Person Pronoun (Masculine/Feminine) | Function

Ist Singular S My

2nd Singular (M) 4 Your (male)
2nd Singular (F) < Your (female)
3rd Singular (M) 5 His

3rd Singular (F) 5 Her

1st Plural L Our

2nd Plural (M/F) O/ oS Your (all)
3rd Plural (M/F) OB fan Their

(6) Table :Suffix personal pronouns (id<aidl sleal)) (Ryding, 2005)




2.2.2.2 Possessive pronouns (4l jilall)

“Possessive pronouns are attached pronouns and they indicate affiliation and
belonging. This group of pronouns is part of the Arabic attached pronouns that can be
attached like suffixes to singular, dual, and plural nouns” (Haidar, 2013).

PLURAL DUAL SINGULAR
our & my <

your (d. m. f.) LS

your (p. m.) S your (s. m.) &

your (pl. f) oS your (s.f) 4
their (d. m. f.) Laa

their (pl. m.) b his °

their (pl. f) ) her a

(7) Table : Possessive pronouns (Sl silaall) (Haidar, 2013)

2.2.2.3 Relative pronouns (w\ Hlaal))

* Relative pronouns relate an element in a subordinate relative clause (in Arabic,
al-Sila 4l<l) to a noun or noun phrase in the main clause of a sentence. The Arabic relative
pronoun ( Js= sl au¥1) may be definite or indefinite. MSA uses nine forms of definite
relative pronoun. Only the dual form of the definite relative pronoun shows difference in
case. All, however, are marked for number and gender”’(Ryding, 2005).

Relative clauses in Arabic are either definite or indefinite;

2.2.2.3.1 Definite relative pronouns (333all 4l yilasall)

Masculine Feminine
Singular ) i
Dual . ‘
Nominative Q\::fl\ Q\:é&\
Genitive/Accusative cpalll ol
Plural Sl S

(8) Table : Definite relative pronouns (53!l 4wl jilall) (Ryding, 2005)




2.2.2.3.2 Indefinite relative pronouns (333!l & dpudl) yiladll)

These pronouns refer to non-specified entities.
whoever; he/she who; one who Y
whatever; what; that which L - 13k (ibid,2005).

2.2.2.4 Demonstrative pronouns (L&Y siladll)

Demonstrative pronouns in Arabic are divided into two major categories:
demonstratives of proximity and demonstratives of distance. These are used for close nouns
and for far nouns, respectively (Haidar, 2013). The factors determining their distribution are
number, gender, case and distance.Near Reference;

Masculine Feminine
Singular 138 7Y
Dual TS ITRIKYS ol ola
Plural e 5a P

(9) Table :Near Reference (Aziz, 1989).

Distant Reference ;

Masculine Feminine
Singular Sl ¢ elly Sl
Dual ERLEIR i Sl
Plural Sl Sl f

(10) Table :Distant Reference (ibid, 1989).

2.2.2.5 Interrogative pronouns

“Question formation and the use of question words in Arabic are not complex. In
general, the interrogative word is placed at the beginning of a sentence”(Ryding, 2005).

15



The most common question words in Arabic include;

Interrogative Pronouns in English Interrogative Pronouns in Arabic

where o
which; what’ !
how much; how many’ S
'how’ =S
why (KN
what 13 W
who/whom e
when e
introduces yes/no question da
introduces yes/no question i

(11) Table : Interrogative pronouns (Ryding, 2005)
2.3 Functions of Pronouns in Arabic

Pronouns constitute an essential part of speech that can substitute for a noun or
a nominal phrase (Haidar, 2013). pronouns (_=l') are indispensable components of
sentence structure, performing a variety of functions that contribute to meaning and
coherence. In Arabic, pronouns perform a range of functions that are central to
sentence structure. Personal pronouns replace specific subjects or objects in sentences.
These include subject pronouns like, ( 4) I, ( <) (you, masculine), and (s2) he , as
well as object pronouns such as - () me , & (your, feminine), and ¢ (him) (Haidar,
2013). Possessive pronouns express ownership and are directly attached to nouns. For
example, ( ¢ s) my father and (&) your father (s. f.)(ibid). Demonstrative
pronouns help specify or point out particular items, with words like (}2) (this,
masculine) and( <% (that, feminine) indicating proximity or distance, respectively
(Aziz, 1989).Relative pronouns connect clauses and provide more information about a
noun as in (¢d')( who ,masculine) and (') (who, feminine), essential for building
complex sentences (Ryding, 2005). Lastly, interrogative pronouns (ple&in¥! las) are
used to ask questions, such as () who ,( 3% ) what,( ¢l )where and (<) (how)
(ibid). These pronouns, each serving a unique function, help to convey precise
meanings and relationships in Arabic grammar.
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Chapter Three

3.1 Comparison between English and Arabic Pronouns

A pronoun is a word used in place of a noun or another pronoun. Pronouns help you avoid
unnecessary repetition in your writing and speech (Rozakis, 2003). Similar to English, Arabic uses
pronouns to show subjects, objects, possession, and relationships between words. But there are big
differences between the two in how pronouns are formed and used. Pronouns in Arabic are more
complex due to gender and number discrimination, as well as the grammatical representation
associated with words, whereas pronouns in English are simpler and have fixed forms. This study
compares pronouns in English and Arabic, exploring their similarities and differences and defining the

many forms of pronouns in each language.

3.2 Similarities between English and Arabic Pronouns

English and Arabic pronouns share several similarities despite belonging to different language
families

Pronouns as a grammatical topic are present in both languages. Pronouns are classified as one
of the parts of speech and are closed system objects. This indicates that their number is fixed, and no
new words can be added. They serve as alternatives for non-derived noun phrases, they have a
consistent form.

The primary purpose of using pronouns is to avoid repeating the noun phrase and to conceal
the explicit noun (Rozakis, 2003). They help the writer or speaker in avoiding stating his name and
avoiding unnecessary repetition. This clarifies the use of the pronoun.

Personal Pronouns - Both languages have personal pronouns that indicate the speaker (first
person), the addressee (second person), and others (third person) (Eckersley & Eckersley, 1960 ;
Haidar, 2013).

Example:
English: [, you, he, she, it, we, they

Arabic:(ca ¢ (o)A )( 2 )( sl e )( LT
Gender Differentiation — Both languages distinguish between masculine and feminine in
third-person pronouns.

Example:
English: He (masculine), Ske (feminine), It (neutral)

Arabic: s (masculine), * ( feminine)
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Plural Pronouns — Both languages have distinct pronouns for singular and plural (Sargeant,
2007; Haidar, 2013).
Example:

English: You (singular/plural), We, They
Arabic: #3 ( masculine plural), (il (feminine plural), o~ (we), » ( they masculine), ¢ (they feminine)

Demonstrative Pronouns _ Both have demonstrative pronouns to indicate proximity (ibid,
2007;ibid, 2013).
Example:

English: this, that, these, those
Arabic: 13 (this), o3 (this, ), &3 ( that), &35l (those)

Interrogative Pronouns _ Both use specific pronouns to form questions(Aarts, 2011 ; Ryding,
2005).
Example:

English: who, what, which
Arabic: o= (Who), 13 ( what), s\ (which)

Use of Indefinite and Reflexive Pronouns, both languages have pronouns for unspecified
people (someone, anyone | (=3 sl <2l and reflexive pronouns (myself, yourself | Sl ¢ i),

Furthermore, many pronouns cannot be used at the beginning of the phrase, such as attached
pronouns in Arabic and reflexive pronouns in English. Pronouns can serve an emphatic function.
When used immediately following the subject, reflexive pronouns can be employed to show
emphasis. In Arabic, it can be stated using detached, attached, or implicit pronouns. The concept of
reflexivity can be articulated in both languages, and each language has its own pronoun to perform
this job. In both languages, the reflexive pronouns occur in the accusative and prepositional situations.
They never appear in the nominative case (Azar, 2002 ; Ryding, 2005).

3.3 Differences between English and Arabic Pronouns

Pronouns in English and Arabic perform the same basic function—replacing nouns to avoid
repetition—but differ significantly in structure, classification, and usage. Below is a detailed

comparison of the key differences between the two languages (Rozakis, 2003).
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In terms of number and gender, Arabic contains a dual form in addition to singular and plural,
which is specifically designed to refer to two people or objects. The pronoun " s2"(%e) indicates single
masculine, whereas "Wa"(they) represents the dual form for two individuals. Furthermore, the plural
term "(»"(they) includes both masculine and feminine variants (Haidar, 2013).In contrast, English
pronouns distinguish between singular (1, you, he, she, it) and plural forms (we, you, they) (Eckersley
& Eckersley, 1960). This contrast emphasizes a significant difference between the two languages:in
Arabic, there are pronouns which are used to refer to singularity, duality and plurality, while in
English, there are only singularity and plurality.

The number of pronouns used in the two languages differs. Each language has its own
number of pronouns. There are pronouns in English that do not have counterparts in Arabic, and the
reverse is true.

This study shows that there is no specific pronoun for non-personal things in Arabic, while in
English, the pronouns they and it are used.

In English, interrogative pronouns are used to ask for items or people (Aarts, 2011). However
in Arabic, there are no pronouns that fit this description.

This study also shows that in Arabic, certain signs (<\S_») are used with pronouns such as

() (Aazall) (3a3all), and (0sSed). The verb's sign (4S_a) changes with each pronoun. However, in
English, there is no such thing (Haidar, 2013).
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Conclusion

In conclusion, this comparative study has illuminated the critical role pronouns
play in both English and Arabic, showcasing the unique features of each language
while emphasizing their common function as essential tools for clarity and coherence
in communication. Pronouns, despite their structural differences, serve the same
fundamental purpose: to replace nouns and prevent redundancy in sentences. This
study has highlighted how English pronouns tend to be simpler in form, whereas
Arabic pronouns involve more complex rules, particularly related to gender, number,
and case, reflecting the intricacies of the Arabic grammatical system.

One of the key findings of this study is the significant variation in pronoun
usage in terms of gender and case agreement. While English primarily distinguishes
between third-person singular pronouns based on gender (he/she/it), Arabic pronouns
carry greater complexity, reflecting distinctions not only in gender but also in dual
forms and case endings. This complexity adds layers to the syntactic construction in
Arabic, demanding greater attention to agreement and word order, in contrast to the
relatively fixed word order and simpler pronoun usage in English.

This study underscores the importance of understanding these linguistic
differences for learners, translators, and linguists, as it fosters greater awareness of
how language shapes communication. By analyzing the role of pronouns in both
languages, this research not only contributes to the understanding of language
structure but also highlights the role of pronouns in reflecting the cultural and
historical significance embedded in each language.

Ultimately, this study provides a deeper understanding of how pronouns
function across different linguistic systems, contributing to the broader field of
comparative linguistics and offering practical insights for improving communication
between speakers of English and Arabic.
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