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Abstract

The world has witnessed a radical transformation in communication and
the rapid development of social media in recent decades, providing vast
opportunities for interaction and influence. However, this has also given rise
to intellectual phenomena, most notably intellectual terrorism, which relies on
the exploitation of digital space for liberal ideas, polarization, and groups.

This study analyzes the role of geopolitics in the development of
intellectual terrorism in the Middle East, using Iraq as a case study. The
political, security, and media interventions in Iraq have created an open arena
for the continuous spread of influence through cyberspace.

The study concludes that social media has become an effective tool in
shaping the political landscape of the region. It has exploited revolutionary
weaknesses, divisions within the political movement, and the misuse of
freedom of expression by recruitment networks and extremist ideologies,
particularly among young people in Iraq. The findings also indicate that Iraq's
geopolitical context, with its open borders and multiple allegiances, is one of
the most prominent geographical areas for the influence of digital thought.
This study aimed to uncover the political power that exploits and contributes
to communication, recruitment mechanisms, and media outlets, thereby
fueling sectarian conflicts and destabilizing security. It also sought to analyze
the geographical distribution of intellectual terrorism and the digital network,
linking it to social, political, and demographic changes. The study employed
descriptive analysis stages and concluded that Iraq is among the countries
most affected by this phenomenon, due to the popular uprising, security
challenges, and widespread digital illiteracy. The study suggests that
activating digital communication, raising public awareness of the dangers of
intellectual terrorism, and fostering cooperation are crucial to countering the
use of cyberspace as a tool for division.
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