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Abstract

Historical writings in the first three centuries of the Hijra constitute some of
the most important sources that preserved the intellectual and political memory
of the Islamic Ummah, as they contain detailed narratives and reports reflecting
the nature of the struggle for power and revealing historians’ stances toward
major events. Among these historians stands Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn al-Husayn
al-Mas‘udi (d. 346 AH), whose works - particularly Muruj al-Dhahab and
Ma‘adin al-Jawhar - are distinguished by their breadth and comprehensive
vision, earning him the title “the Herodotus of the Arabs” for the rich and
diverse historical material he provided, covering intellectual, political, and
social aspects .

Despite al-Mas‘udi’s fame and the frequent citations of his opinions, his
method in addressing the Alawite revolts has not been studied in an
independent investigation that highlights his analytical approach and
intellectual stance toward these movements, especially given that he lived
through intense political and intellectual transformations between the end of
the early Abbasid period and the onset of the caliphate’s decline.

The problem of the study lies in examining the extent of balance and
objectivity in al-Mas‘udi’s narratives, and how he managed to combine a
critical approach with a commitment to historical fairness without overt bias
toward any party. Consequently, the importance of this study stems from its
aim to reread al-Mas‘udi’s narratives through a comparative critical lens,
analyzing the historical methodology he employed in Muruj al-Dhahab,
clarifying his position regarding the Alawite revolts, comparing it with the
approaches of his contemporaries, and evaluating his style in documentation
and historical critique.

Although numerous studies have addressed al-Mas‘udi, most have focused
on general aspects of his biography or his interests in geography and Islamic
thought, without dedicating an independent investigation to his approach to the
Alawite revolts. Therefore, this study is distinguished by its focus on al-
Mas‘udi’s method in analyzing the Alawite revolts, comparing his perspectives
with those found in contemporary sources. The study employs a comparative
critical-analytical methodology, analyzing historical texts and juxtaposing
them with parallel accounts in other sources to assess their agreement or
divergence, while also examining the intellectual and political context in which
al-Mas‘udi formed his views. Additionally, the study employs a descriptive-
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analytical method to elucidate the nature of his historical language and the
presence of bias or balance in his presentation of events.

The study covers the period from the early Umayyad era (41 AH) until the
mid-fourth century AH (346 AH), with a focus on the major Alawite revolts
during this period. It is divided into an introduction, three chapters, and a
conclusion. The first chapter addresses al-Mas‘udi’s intellectual life and his
method of authorship; the second chapter examines the Alawite revolts against
the Umayyads as presented in Muruj al-Dhahab; the third chapter analyzes the
Alawite revolts against the Abbasids and al-Mas‘udi’s position on them, and
the conclusion presents the study’s main findings, offering a cohesive and
integrated analytical and documentary perspective.

The set of primary and secondary sources used in this study provided the
foundation for building the scholarly material and analyzing historical and
intellectual events, following a comprehensive scientific approach that
combines authenticity with modernity. In conclusion, although this study does
not claim exhaustive coverage of all that appears in Muruj al-Dhahab and
Ma‘adin al-Jawhar, it seeks to achieve a scholarly critical reading that restores
the historical text its proper place in academic studies by integrating
documentation, analysis, and comparison through a methodology that balances
authenticity and objectivity.
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