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Abstrac

The uprising of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) stands as one
of the most significant events in the history of early Islamic society.
It became a symbol of resistance against tyranny and a living
example of confronting injustice. It was not merely a reformist
movement against a deviant authority, but rather a profound
moment of societal awakening that shook the conscience of the
nation. This occurred after the Umayyad authority had deviated
from the just Prophetic path. This deviation was not just a crisis of
authority, but a crisis of a society that was beginning to lose its
value—based equilibrium and was gradually reverting to pre—Islamic
manifestations in governance and behavior.

The uprising of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) emerged to
rebuild societal consciousness and revive the collective sense of
responsibility and justice, affirming that religion is not merely rituals,
but an ethical and social stance in the face of deviation and
injustice. The Husseini uprising was not just a political event to be
measured by its military outcome; it was a test of the society's level
of awareness and its connection to religious and human values.

It is said that history repeats itself. Even as times change and
personalities differ, the similarity of events and stances often
remains present. Based on this perspective, this study examines
the societal divergence regarding the Husseini uprising, as a clear
historical phenomenon and one of the important events in Islamic
history.

Despite the clarity of the truth and the society's knowledge of Imam
Hussein's (peace be upon him) status and the legitimacy of his
stance, the nation did not adopt a unified position towards the
uprising. The reactions of the nation varied between a supportive

ally, an opposing combatant, a passive neutral, and a hesitant



individual who chose silence or withdrawal. This diversity reveals
the differing reasons and motives among the various factions of
society at that time, whether in the Hijaz, lraq, Syria, or other
Islamic regions.

Therefore, it is necessary to trace the manifestations of this
disparity in positions and analyze its causes to understand the
outcomes that led to divisions within Islamic society, despite the
clear side of truth and justice. It is worthwhile to investigate whether
these stances stemmed from sincere religious convictions, were
governed by pragmatic political calculations, or were linked to tribal
interests and authoritarian pressures. Furthermore, the possibility
must be considered that they resulted from a fragility in the moral
structure and collective conscience of the society at that time, which
was not always able to translate ethical and religious principles into

practical actions.

Hence, this study was conceived following discussions with my
supervisor, Dr. Ghufran Muhammad Aziz,: (The Disparity In Societal
Stances Towards the Husseini Uprising until the Year 1y AH). It is
an attempt to interpret this phenomenon through historical analysis
coupled with the interpretations of sociologists, in order to reveal the
intellectual, social, political, and economic factors that contributed to
the shift and contradiction in positions. This methodology
contributes to building a realistic vision of the nature of society at
that stage and highlights the similarities between it and
contemporary societies in the same environment. This calls for a
re—evaluation of the foundations of building Islamic society by
consolidating religious and social awareness and reforming the

educational system, to ensure the creation of an environment



capable of understanding its history, comprehending its lessons,
and avoiding the repetition of its mistakes.

The research trajectory of this study necessitated its division into an
introduction and three chapters of varying lengths, corresponding to
the differing volume of historical and social material available for
each axis of the study. This required focusing on the disparity in
societal stances towards the Husseini uprising and expanding the
study and analysis of events, in proportion to the specific
characteristics of each Islamic region's society. Since the society of
Kufa was the epicenter of the historical event, it was allotted a
broader space in the research, aiming to uncover the social and
political factors that contributed to these stances.

The first chapter, entitled "Societal Disparity," clarifies the meaning
of societal disparity and its roots in Islamic history. Accordingly, it is
divided into four main sections. The first section explains the
concept of 'disparity' linguistically and terminologically, as well as
the terms indicating it. The concept of 'society' linguistically and
terminologically is also addressed. The second section dealt with
the concept of societal disparity in Islamic legislation, clarifying the
most prominent causes of disparity. The third section was dedicated
to studying the disparity in societal stances from the era of the
Messenger of God (God's blessings and peace be upon him and
his progeny), starting from the Meccan period, through the Medinan
period, until the passing of the Messenger of God (God's blessings
and peace be upon him and his progeny). This section aims to
trace the origins and early forms of this disparity, and to understand
the social, religious, and political factors that contributed to the
formation of diverse stances among individuals and groups during

this phase of Islamic history. This section was expanded due to its



significant impact in clarifying the fluctuating, pragmatic tribal
mentality that deviated from sound opinion, logic, and the just path.
The fourth section addressed the disparity in societal stances since
the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, aiming to understand how the
different stances of individuals and groups were shaped in light of
political transformations, tribal interests, and the evolution of social
and political divisions,The second chapter is titled: "The Disparity in
Societal Stances in the Hijaz, Yemen, the Levant (aI—Sham), Egypt,
and Khorasan." It examines the social structure of each of these
regions, highlighting the prevailing political, economic, and
intellectual conditions due to their importance for understanding the
nature of each society and its way of thinking. The chapter also
discusses the influence of the local environment, and tribal and
religious affiliations in shaping those stances, and the consequent
differences in the level of awareness and the nature of interaction
with the Husseini event. Given the scarcity of historical narratives
concerning societal stances towards the Husseini uprising, the study
was compelled to group these regions into a single chapter, based
on the volume of available historical material, while taking into
consideration that these regions were not the main theater of the
historical event, which naturally reflected on the amount of available
data about them. Accordingly, we divided the chapter into five
sections:

The first section is titled: "The Disparity in Societal Stances in the
Hijaz." This section is dedicated to studying the social structure in
the Hijaz, focusing on the conditions in Mecca and Medina,
illustrating the impact of these conditions on the disparity in the
social stance of their inhabitants. The section also studies the
stance of different groups towards the Husseini uprising, clarifying

the political, religious, and tribal factors that shaped this disparity.



Section Two is titled: The Disparity in Societal Stances in Yemen.
This section focuses on the social structure in Yemen. It also
elucidates the role of the political and administrative conditions
under the Umayyad system in directing this stance, and the impact
of this on the differing nature of the interaction with the Husseini
eventSection Three addressed: The Disparity in Societal Stances in
the Levant (aI—Sham). It studied the social structure in the Levant,
tracing the political, intellectual, and economic conditions that
influenced societal awareness. The section also clarified the nature
of the stance of different groups towards the Husseini uprising and
the disparity in their responses to the events.

Meanwhile, Section Four addressed: The Disparity in Societal
Stances in Egypt towards the Husseini Uprising. Through it,
Egyptian society was addressed in terms of its social composition
and prevailing conditions, explaining their impact on the stance of

Egyptian society towards the Husseini uprising.

Meanwhile, Section Five discussed: The Disparity in Societal
Stances in Khorasan. This section dealt with the social structure of
Khorasan, and also addressed the general conditions and their
impact on the society's stance towards the Husseini uprising.

Chapter Three is titled: The Disparity in Societal Stances in Iraq
towards the Husseini Uprising. It addresses the social structure of
Iraq, with particular focus on the cities of Kufa and Basra due to
their significant historical role at the heart of the historical events of
that era. The chapter focuses on the general conditions in them,
clarifying the political, economic, and religious factors adopted by
the Umayyad authority, which contributed to shaping societal
stances and the disparity in their response to the Husseini uprising.

The chapter aims to provide a study of the factors that influenced



the awareness of Iragi society, specifically the influence of political
authority on various groups, and to interpret the disparity in their
responses to the Husseini uprising. Therefore, the chapter was
divided into three sections.

Section One dealt with the social structure in Iraq, specifically the

main theater of events represented by the cities of Kufa and Basra.

Section Two is titled: General Conditions in Iraq, aiming to shed
light on the impact of those conditions on social life. This required
reviewing Mu'awiya's policies in controlling Iraqgi society and
subjugating it to Umayyad authority, while explaining the political,
economic, and religious methods used by the Umayyad system to
maintain control. It also addressed the impact of these policies on
social stances, and the extent to which different groups were
influenced by these measures in determining their response to the
Husseini uprising, focusing on the mechanisms of social influence
and political authority in directing collective behavior.

Section Three is titled: The Stance of Various Groups towards the
Husseini Uprising. It addresses the general conditions and their
impact on Kufan society in the year 1. AH. This section concerned
itself with the policy of Ubayd Allah ibn Ziyad in managing Kufan
society through methods of intimidation and enticement, and how
these policies contributed to subjugating society and securing loyalty
to the Umayyad authority. The section also addressed the stance of
the Kufan groups towards the Husseini uprising, clarifying the
disparity in their stances between hostility, support, and neutrality.
Furthermore, the section touched upon the stance of the societal
groups in Basra.

In conclusion, the study included the most prominent findings and
conclusions reached, followed by a list of sources and references
that were the resource for documenting and analyzing the historical
narratives.
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