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Abstract
The study of meaning, its understanding, and its interpretation have seen great

attention in several sciences, more so than practically any other subject. Logic,
jurisprudence, criticism and linguistics scholars have participated in the study of
meaning. Concerning rhetoric, which has been founded on the service to the Holy
Quran, and the knowledge of its intentions, it is the origin of the concept of
enabling meaning. Any speech that is characterized as eloquent is geared towards
effective communication in bringing the message in the mind of the receiver and
creating the intended impact. The channels to the realization of this goal are
different based on the rhetorical practice and the creative ability of the speaker
influenced by the communicative situation and the intuition of the speaker. They
have also to be thoughtful of the recipient and in many ways hide the fact of
multiple meanings- literal and figurative. This plurality resulted in the different
readings, line of approach and the growing arguments where we now stand in front

of an underlying question that cuts across a wide aspect of human communication.
The thesis is titled:

Enabling and Fixing Meaning in the Recipient within the Rhetorical Heritage
between the Fourth through the End of the Eighth Century A.H.

The selection of this topic was agreed upon with the professor who is the
supervisor. There were two principal reasons behind the difficult selection of the
untouched research themes first, it was a new and extensive topic that forced us to
limit it to the historical aspects of the fourth up to the eighth century A.H. The first
challenge, which arose, was the inability to find specialized materials on the topic
and the complexity of rhetorical sciences themselves. According to the scholars, it
is almost impossible to cover all three rhetorical sciences as they are interrelated
and expanded. As a result, researchers have been divided over the categorization of

rhetorical terms and the attribution to one branch of thought, as well as the



problems of terminology and the existence of many names of one idea. Sometimes,
the same word was used to signify various phenomena and scholars would borrow

each other without necessarily mentioning the original source.

This is why the research had to be highly scrutinized and put much effort into
it, basing the analysis on the classical Arabic texts on rhetoric to see how
terminology evolved. Dr. Ahmed Makhlouf is the writer of the work Dictionary of
Rhetorical Terms and Their Development which was a significant complementary

reference in this process.
The paper is divided into a preface and three chapters.

The Rhetorical Discourse between Enabling and Reception is the title of the
Preface that defines the two main ideas of the thesis. The term enabling is
discussed linguistically and technically and then in two sources of it which are the

major ones:
Inimitability (i'jaz) studies in Quran.
Rhetorical-figurative studies of meaning.

The linguistic and technical definition of reception is also briefly compared to
the classical Arabic way of the rhetoric and modern methods in literature and

theoretical approaches to literature in terms of terms and analytical tools.
Chapter One:

The Effect of the Science of Meanings on Enabling and Repairing Meaning in
the Mind of the Recipient.

There are two sections in this chapter:

The former talks about the mechanism of facilitating meaning through the

transformations of syntactic structure (precedence and delay), and brevity.



The second deals with moral (semantic) devices, including the shift (iltifat),
the strangeness, ambiguity, and alertness and clarifies their purpose in fixing the

meaning.
Chapter Two:

Art of Expression (Bayan) and its contribution towards making a meaning to

the recipient.
There are also two sections of this chapter:

The former discusses pictorial methods of rhetoric simile and metaphor and

their contribution to meaning.

The second examines figurative means of expressing and supporting meaning,

which are metonymy and metaphor.
Chapter Three:

The Enabling of Meaning in the Recipient and the Art of Ornamentation
(Badi).

The chapter consists of two parts:

The former discusses verbal fancies, such as paronomasia (jinas) and rhymed
prose (fawasil), and addresses the elements of textual unity, such as good

beginning, good transition and good ending.
The latter speaks of two kinds of moral embellishments:
Coherence of speech (with doubt, harmony and consistency),

Rhetorical behavior, like prudent style and moderate expression, emphasizing
the opinion of the scholars that these are some of the factors that reinforce meaning

among the recipient.



This thesis ends with the most important findings, and a list of the sources and

periodicals is presented.
Methodology:

The approach to this thesis is inductive analysis, as it will look into the
definitions and examples provided by classical scholars to prove the way the
meaning is given and reinforced on the recipient. The research adheres to the
methodology of the first rhetoricians, whereby it follows the terminology of the
given historical period and sometimes even exceeds it in case of necessity to prove
the first use of the terms or at least to record the uniform use of the words. Its
research does not exhaust all the lines of the rhetorical arts in question; it
selectively dwells upon the most obvious aspects pertinent to the subject matter. In
this way, the research is methodologically sound and does not contain excessive
theorizing or inflation of terminology. It is more concerned with the role of
rhetorical methods as perceived in the literary tradition to facilitate and cement
meaning to the receiver. The paper does not assert to be comprehensive but it only

covers the points that are most useful to its main purpose.
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