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Abstract

This study examines the evolution of Sino—American relations and
their impact on China’s nuclear strategy within the broader context of
international politics. Initially, relations between the United States and
China were purely commercial, dating back to 1785 with the arrival of
the Empress of China, which aimed to open trade channels with a
resource-rich China. During the nineteenth century, the United States
expanded its commercial presence in China, particularly under
President Andrew Jackson, supported by congressional legislation to

encourage American trade.

However, trade relations soon turned into conflict, especially with

the spread of opium, which caused severe social and economic
damage in China. Despite Chinese efforts to suppress the opium trade
in 1839, Western powers—including the United States—pushed for its
continuation This period culminated in military confrontation and the
signing of unequal treaties, such as the Treaty of Nanjing and later the
Treaty of Wanghia (1844), which granted the United States extensive
privileges in China These developments weakened Chinese
sovereignty and shifted relations toward a mix of cooperation and

conflict.

By the late nineteenth century, U.S. foreign policy shifted toward
expansionism following its victory in the Spanish—American War (1898)
The adoption of the Open Door Policy enabled the United States to

compete with other imperial powers in China American participation in




the Boxer Rebellion (1900) further deepened Chinese resentment In
the early twentieth century, U.S.—China economic relations expanded,
but tensions persisted particularly after Japan’s aggression in

Manchuria in 1931.

A major turning point occurred after World War Il China emerged as

a key international actor, joining the United Nations and eventually
gaining a permanent seat on the UN Security Council in 1971, along
with veto power One of the most sensitive issues in Sino—American
relations became the Taiwan question Rooted in the 1895 Sino—
Japanese War, the Taiwan issue intensified after 1949 when the
Chinese Civil War ended with the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China and the retreat of the Nationalist government to
Taiwan with U.S. support The Korean War further internationalized the
Taiwan issue, prompting the United States to deploy the Seventh Fleet

and later sign a Mutual Defense Treaty with Taiwan in 1954.

Throughout the Cold War, Taiwan remained central to U.S.
containment strategy against China Several Taiwan Strait crises
highlighted the risk of military escalation, including nuclear
confrontation China viewed Taiwan as an inseparable part of its
national unity and strategic objectives, while the United States
considered its defense essential to regional stability and its own

strategic interests in Asia.

China’s pursuit of nuclear weapons was driven by perceived

security threats, particularly U.S. nuclear intimidation and containment




policies. Initially, the Soviet Union played a crucial role in assisting
China’s nuclear program through technical expertise and material
support However, the Sino—Soviet split in the late 1950s forced China
to continue its nuclear development independently, despite significant
technical and economic challenges China successfully tested its first
atomic bomb in 1964 and a hydrogen bomb in 1969, marking its entry

into the nuclear club.

The United States responded with growing concern, fearing a shift

in the balance of power in Asia and the potential for nuclear
escalation, particularly over Taiwan Washington reinforced its
containment strategy, imposed restrictions on technology transfers, and
supported arms control initiatives such as the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (1968), which China initially rejected as
discriminatory U.S intelligence closely monitored China’s nuclear
progress, while policymakers debated preventive and deterrent
strategies By the late 1960s and early 1970s, changing global
dynamics—especially the Sino—Soviet split and the burden of the
Vietnam War—Ied the United States to reassess its China policy
Under President Richard Nixon, Washington adopted a more flexible
approach, combining intelligence surveillance with diplomatic
engagemen.  This culminated in the historic opening to China,
symbolized by ping—pong diplomacy and Nixon’s visit to Beijing in
1972 Subsequently, the United States pursued a triangular balance of
power among Washington, Beijing, and Moscow to stabilize nuclear

deterrence and reduce strategic risks.




In conclusion, Sino—American relations evolved from early

commercial engagement to prolonged confrontation and eventual
rapprochement The Taiwan issue, nuclear weapons development, and
shifting Cold War alliances played decisive roles in shaping these
relations, ultimately transforming China into a central actor in the

international system and a key factor in global nuclear stability.
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