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Abstract

The female labor force is one of the main components of the human
workforce in society, as women represent a wide and vital segment in
various economic sectors, especially in the health sector. Studying it is not
limited to being a statistical or economic process but also serves as an entry
point for understanding the economic and social changes experienced by

society.

This study examines the age, marital, and occupational characteristics of the
female labor force in the health sector. Various research methods were
used, including descriptive, analytical, and quantitative approaches. The
study aims to identify the variables related to the spatial distribution of the
female health labor force and to examine the reality of this workforce in

Maysan Governorate.

The results indicate a clear spatial variation in the distribution of the female
labor force across administrative units, with sufficient ratios and percentages
for female workers in the health sector for the years 2013 and 2023. The
study found that the size of the female labor force in the governmental
health sector has been steadily increasing, reaching 795 workers in 2013
and 2,706 workers in 2023. This increase is due to women’s preference for
working in the government health sector because it offers stable

employment, which in turn encourages women to enter this field.

Health work, in turn, reflected the increasing size of the female labor force in
the health sector. The distribution of the female labor force by age group
shows that the highest percentage (55.39%) falls within the 20-29 age

group. This is due to the early employment of women right after graduation.

The lowest percentage (6.79%) is among those aged 50 and above, in

addition to the presence of a gender gap between males and females, with a

[~




higher number of males in the health sector workforce. In 2023, the number

of male workers reached 3,526, while females numbered 2,706.

This difference is due to several factors, including the presence of
specializations that attract a larger number of males, as well as social factors

that may limit women’s participation in the government health sector.
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