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Chapter One examines cultural systems (religious, social, and gender) through
three sections addressing the religious system, the social system, and the gender
system. Chapter Two focuses on cultural identity in its individual, collective and
hybrid dimensions through sections devoted to individual identity, collective
identity and hybrid identity. Chapter Three explores the position of minorities
between marginalization and resistance, with sections analyzing forms of
marginalization, strategies of resistance and the conflict between authority and
the margin. The study concludes with a concluding section that presents the

most significant findings.

The study concludes that the Iraqi novel after 2003 contributed to re-questioning
the concept of national identity and exposing exclusionary cultural structures by
making minorities a narrative center through which the relationship between
self and other, and margin and center, is reconsidered within a troubled cultural

context that reflects the fragmentation of Iraqi society and its profound

transformations.
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Abstract

This thesis aims to examine the representation of minorities in Iraqi novels
published between 2003 and 2017, in light of cultural criticism approaches,
viewing the novel as a discursive space that reflects the political, social and
cultural transformations witnessed in Iraq after 2003. The study proceeds from
the assumption that the Iragi novel did not merely document the suffering of
minorities as marginalized groups, but also contributed to culturally reproducing
their image and revealing the mechanisms of exclusion, marginalization and

domination exercised against them through narrative.

The study adopts the cultural approach in analyzing the narrative corpus,
drawing on concepts such as identity and difference, margin and center,
representation and collective memory as procedural tools for deconstructing
narrative discourses. A sample of Iraqi novels dealing with representations of
religious, national and ethnic minorities, such as Christians, Yazidis and others,

was selected in order to reveal patterns of their narrative presence and their

semantic functions.

The study seeks to trace images of minorities between realistic and symbolic
representation, and to analyze the ways in which their suffering is transformed
into a cultural discourse that exposes violence, uprooting, displacement and loss
of belonging, as well as to monitor the transformation of the image of the
“minority” from a silent, marginalized being into an active self-possessing its
own narrative voice. The study also reveals the interrelation between the
po’j;,twgl,and cultural dimensions in the construction of these representations and

e i h
3 a (,of collective memory and historical traumas on shaping the




