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(1) william J. Rust , Before the Quagmire American Intervention in Laos, 1954-

1961, University Press Of Kentucky, United States of America , 2012 .
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Abstract

The thesis is divided into an introduction and four chapters, preceded by an introduction and
followed by a conclusion and a number of appendices that reinforce the events it contains.
The introduction includes the importance of the topic, the reasons for choosing it, and the
method followed in writing, in addition to the most important sources relied upon in the
study.

The introduction, entitled “A Historical and Geographical Overview of Laos 1353-1953,”
presented the geographical and economic nature of the region, its demographic composition,
and the conflicts that the region witnessed between the Laotian kingdoms and the neighboring
kingdoms, and then its falling under the shadow of French colonialism, which ended with the
Geneva Conference of 1954.

The first chapter was entitled (The Declaration of Independence of Laos and the Fall of the
Souvannaphouma Government 1954-1958) and included two sections. The first section dealt
with (The Geneva Conference and the Declaration of Independence of Laos 1954) and
included the most important events of the Geneva Conference and the disagreements between
the participating countries regarding the invitation of the opposition forces in Laos to the
conference, at the end of which agreements were concluded to establish peace and stop
hostilities in Laos. The second section included (Political developments in Laos and the fall of
the Souvannaphouma Government 1955-1958) as this section included the negotiations that
took place between the royal government and Pathet Lao regarding the formation of a
coalition government that included all parties in Laos within it.

The second chapter, entitled “The Political Conditions in Laos and the Holding of the Second
Geneva Conference 1959-1962,” examined these conditions in two sections. The first section,
entitled “The Laotian Crisis and the Recurrence of Military Coups in the Country 1959-
1960,” presented the government’s efforts after forming the coalition government to preserve
it following the disagreements that occurred between its parties and their refusal to accept the
Souvannaphouma government, which led to its resignation and left the country in a
ministerial crisis that led to military coups in Laos against the government. The second
section included “Political Developments in Laos and the Holding of the Second Geneva
Conference 1961-1962,” as this section included the most important meetings that took place
between the parties disputing over power in Laos with the aim of forming a coalition
government between them. With the formation of the government, the Second Geneva
Conference on Laos held its closing session in which Laos’ neutrality was declared.

The third chapter was devoted to studying (the renewed Pathet Lao attacks and their
repercussions on the internal situation in Laos 1963-1972). It was divided into two sections.
The first section dealt with (the government’s military confrontations with the Pathet Lao
1963-1968). It included the most important reasons that led to the confrontations, the most
important of which were the occurrence of political assassinations in the country, in addition
to the clashes between the communist Pathet Lao forces and the neutral forces of Cong Ly.

The second section was entitled (the military developments in the country until the ceasefire
1969-1972). It shed light on the most important confrontations that occurred between the




Abstract

Pathet Lao forces supported by North Vietnam and the Laotian royal forces supported by the
United States, which decided to withdraw its forces following the development of events in
Vietnam. It also withdrew the military and financial supplies that it had been supplying to the
royal government in Laos, which led to the balance tipping in favor of the Pathet Lao until a
ceasefire agreement was concluded between the two parties.

The fourth chapter of the thesis dealt with the Peace Agreement and the Declaration of the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 1973-1975. The chapter was divided into two sections.
The first section, entitled The Peace Agreement and Negotiations to Form a Coalition
Government in Laos 1973-1974, shed light on the negotiations that took place between the
royal government and the Pathet Lao regarding the formation of the government after
agreeing on the terms of the peace agreement, the most important of which were in favor of
the Pathet Lao. The second section explained The Pathet Lao’s control over the country and
the declaration of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 1975. Finally, the conclusion
explained the most important conclusions reached by the thesis.

The study followed a descriptive and analytical historical research approach to trace the
course of the internal political situation in Laos, with an analytical perspective on the most
important events witnessed by the country, The thesis relied on a variety of sources and
references, most notably the documents of the US Department of State (Foreign Relations of
the United States), abbreviated as FRUS, which provided the thesis with a wealth of
information.

The thesis also benefited from a variety of foreign sources that were an important tributary in
enriching the thesis with the necessary information, foremost among which is the book (A
History of Laos, Published by Cambridge University Press, New York, 1997) by researcher
Martin Stuart-Fox, which provided the thesis with a lot of important information, and the
book (Laos and Laotians', Published by Henry Luce Foundation, Inc., University of Hawaii,
1992) by researcher Meg Regina Rakow, as well as the book (A Short History of Laos (The
Land in Between), Published by Allen & Unwin, Singapore, 2002) by researcher Grant Evans,
which enriched the thesis with a lot of important information, as it contains valuable
information about the internal political situation in Laos, in addition to the book (War and
Revolution: Laos: War and Revolution, First Edition, Harper's Bazaar, New York). , 1970) by
researchers Nina S. Adams and Alfred W. McCoy.

The importance of this book lies in the fact that it contains important documents for the most
important internal political events in Laos in precise sequence, and the book of the researcher
Maher Jasb Al-Fahd (Internal Political Developments in Laos 1945-1954 and the French
Position on Them, First Edition, Ikar Publications, Baghdad, 2019), which was present in the
introduction to the thesis with a lot of important information, and the book of Muhammad
Hassan Obaid (US Policy towards Laos 1954-1963, First Edition, Amjad Publishing and
Distribution House, Jordan, 2019) which provided the study with important information.

The thesis also benefited from the valuable information contained in theses and dissertations
such as the doctoral thesis (Ideology in the Royal Lao Government-era (1945-1975): a
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thematic approach, Doctoral thesis, University of Wisconsin - Madison, 2018) by the
researcher (Ryan Wolfson-Ford) in addition to the thesis of Ferial Sabri Ali Al-Eidani
(American Policy towards Laos 1964-1975, Doctoral thesis, College of Education for Human
Sciences, University of Basra, 2016).

The thesis was not without difficulties and many problems that the researcher faced, including
the lack of sufficient sources in Iraqgi libraries and universities that deal with the subject of
Laos in an adequate manner. Most of the studies, theses and dissertations that studied the
French Indochina region were concerned with studying Vietnam in particular, and only
mentioned the developments of the state of Laos in a small way. This prompted the researcher
to rely completely on foreign sources and bring sources from global markets (Amazon
website), which cost the researcher large sums of money. In addition, these sources required
time and effort in order to translate their vocabulary and extract their wording correctly and
rephrase the information more than once so that the expressions are correct without violating
academic integrity in dealing with these sources.

Finally, | thank God Almighty who enabled me to research this aspect of history. If | was
correct in my presentation and analysis, that is by the grace and facilitation of God, and if |
made a mistake or oversight, that is from myself, and perfection belongs to God Almighty,
and | ask God to make this work beneficial. Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds, and prayers
and peace be upon the Master of Messengers, his family, and his chosen companions.




Republic Of Iraq
Ministry Of Higher Education

And Scientific Research

University Of Misan/ Collage Of Education
Department Of History

Graduate Studies

Domestic Political Developments In Loas

(1975-1954)

A thesis submitted by the student
Mariam mutshar lafta
To the council of the collage of education —university of misan
It is part of the requirements for obtaining a master's degree
In modern and contemporary history Supervised by
Asst.Prof.Dr
Mohammed yunus Abdullah Al-yasiri

1447 A.H 2025 A.D



