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Section III

(1)
The Landing--D-Day, 15 July 1958

TransPhibRon 6 consisted of five ships: the command
ship (AGC), the Taconic: an Attack transport (APA), the
Monrovia: an attack cargo ship (AKA), the Capricornus: and

two LSTs (Landing Ship, Tank), the Walworth County and the
Iraverse County. Off the coast of Lebanon they were joined

by two destroyers,; The Sullivans and the Wadleigh, which were

to furnish direct fire support if the landing were opposed.

The Marines did not know up to the movement of the landing
whether they would meet any opposition. Saeb Salem, the rebel
leader in Beirut, was quoted as saying: "You tell those
Marines that if one Marine sets foot on the soil of my country,
I will regard it as an act of aggression and commit my forces
against them." (2) The U. S. command was not too concerned,
however, about the effectiveness of possible rebel resistance.
Although the rebels numbered some 10,000 irregulars throughout
the country, they were dispersed in bands of 400 to 2,000 men
and lightly armed. There was no central leadership of the
anti-government forces and each group owed its loyalty only to
its individual leader. The Americans did not expect any re-
action from the regular Lebanese Army though the danger existed
that it might disintegrate into pro-government and rebel
factions. Therefore, the only immediate effective threat was
posed by the Syrian First Army, composed of 40,000 men and
equipped with over 200 T-34 Russian-built medium tanks. This
was why it was so important that the airport and the approaches
to the north of Beirut be secured. (3)

Khalde (Red) Beach, the! site chosen for the Marine assault was
four miles from the city of Beirut and 700 yards from the
Beirut International Airport. The small village of Khalde was
located 1,500 yards south of the landing beach. On 15 July,
the villagers were gong quietly about their chores and a gang
of workmen was constructing a beach road. Further along the
beach, some vacationers were enjoying the sun and others were
swimming in the Mediterranean. It was a peaceful scene en-
tirely divorced from revolutions, coup d'etats, and the
troubles of the cold war. (4)

In contrast to the mood of serenity on the beach, a sense
of urgency was present in the offices of President Chamoun,
General Chehab, and Robert McClintock, the American Ambassador,
in Beirut. Ambassador McClintock knew the date and time, but
not the place of the Marine landing. (5) He had been in com-
munication with both President Chamoun and General Chehab. The
State Department had ordered the Ambassador to inform

(1)Historical BRancn G-3Division, MARines in Lebananl1958, wasnington,
1966, P.11.
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President Chamoun of the Marine landing no later than 1200
Beirut time on 15 July. (6) When McClintock told the President
of the proposed American intervention, Chamoun asked the
Ambassador to relay this information to General Chehab.

Ambassador McClintock then visited General Chehab at 1330,
only an hour and a half before H-hour. General Chehab was
visibly upset by:the news. The day before he had asked the
leaders of the rebel forces to take no action in the wake of
the Iraqi revolt. The general felt confident that the rebels
would not precipitate any new maneuvers against the govern-
ment. (7) Chehab had confided to the American Military Attache
that some Lebanese Army officers had proposed a coup to him
that morning in order to prevent a landing but that he had
refused. The Lebanese general claimed he could not guarantee
that all the Army would remain loyal to him. (8) He feared the
American intervention would bring about the dissolution of the
army and prevent any settlement of the revolt. (9) General
Chehab asked Ambassador McClintock to request the Marines to
remain on board their ships. The ships then could enter Beirut
harbor and two or three tanks and some heavy equipment could
be unloaded there. The Ambassador agreed to transmit this
message to the American amphibious forces since he believed
that if "General Chehab decided to throw in the sponge, the
Lebanese army will fall apart." (10)

Ambassador McClintock then attempted to radio the American
fleet, but the radio link between the Sixth Fleet and the
American Embassy was broken and the Ambassador was unable to
transmit his message. (11]) He had received word, however, from
friends who had apartments overlooking the sea that it was
apparent that the TransPhibRon was approaching the beach area
off the airport. McClintock then sent the Naval Attache,
Commander Howard J. Baker, to intercept the advanced units of
the assault force. (12)

At 1430 (Beirut time), a half-hour before H-hour, the
seven ships of Amphibious Squadron 6 were in position, approxi-
mately two miles off Red Beach. Shortly before 1500, the
LVTPs (Landing Vehicles, Tracked, Personnel) were launched.
Company F on board the LVTPs spearheaded the Marine landing.

The amphibian tractors reached the shoreline at 1504 and
rumbled onto the airfield, Companies G and H came ashore in
landing craft and deployed on foot to their assigned objectives,
Company E followed as the battalion reserve.

The scene on the beach was perhaps one of the most color-
ful in the long history of Marine Corps landings. Witnessing
the assault were bikini-clad-sunbathers, Khalde villagers that
1ad galloped on horseback to the site, and the beach workmen
#ho had dropped their tools and had run to the shore. As the
fully armed Marines charged over the sand, these civilian
>bservers waved and some even cheered. A few of the young

12

Ibid,P.12. : yadl
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Abstract

The study of newspapers is one of the important topics, especially
those that dealt with many political, economic, social and religious
events, and for varying periods, which indicates its importance in
various fields, whether intellectual or scientific in the life of Lebanese
society; this is due to the fact that most Lebanese political and
intellectual newspapers issued At that time it was worthy of these
studies, due to the depth of the impact that the press and its political
stances have on all events as a source of history and its study, as well
as it is a major means of expressing public opinion and whether it is
relative and for all peoples, and that such These studies will be a
major tool for evaluating the work of these newspapers and for
knowing their media and political capabilities and their handling of
events.

The study of the attitudes of the An-Nahar newspaper from the
Lebanese political developments 1958-1975 is considered one of the
topics worthy of research, in order to keep up with that newspaper for
most political events during the targeted era of the study, although it
represented certain points of view, but it represented a significant
stockpile of attitudes and reactions that reflected aside Whatever the
contemporary history of Lebanon.

The study required the division of the study into an introduction,
four chapters, and an accredited conclusion in the division in
chronological order in the presentation of events.

The first chapter dealt with Al-Nahar newspaper The
Establishment and Positions 1933 - 1958 It included four topics, the
topic focused on the emergence of the press in Lebanon, while the
second topic shed light on the establishment of the An-Nahar
newspaper and its organizational structure, the third topic came to
include the most important editors working in Al-Nahar newspaper,
while it meant The fourth topic deals with the positions of Al-Nahar
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newspaper regarding Lebanese political developments. It included
three axes, the first axis dealt with the French presence in Lebanon
1920-1943, and the second axis covered the National Charter 1943
and its serious repercussions on the conflict of the Lebanese sects,
which appeared clearly in the elections of 1947, and the third axis
devoted the bulk The French from Lebanon 1946.

As for the second chapter, it dealt with Lebanese political
developments 1958 -1964 and the position of Al-Nahar newspaper
regarding them. It included three topics. The first topic focused on the
echoes of the events of 1958 in Lebanon. The second topic dealt with
military intervention in Lebanon 1958, while the third topic focused
on the formation of the Fuad Shihab government 1958-1964. And the
position of Al-Nahar newspaper.

The third chapter shed light on the variables of Lebanese politics
1964-1969 and the position of the An-Nahar newspaper, which
included four topics. The first topic included the presidential elections
1964, the second topic touched on the Israeli aggression in 1968 on
Beirut airport and its repercussions on the internal security situation.
The third topic revealed the reasons for demonstrations April 23,
1969, while the fourth topic dealt with the 1969 Cairo Agreement,
which clarified the conditions leading to this agreement and its
implications.

Among the fourth chapter, the position of Al-Nahar newspaper
regarding the Lebanese issues 1970-1975, which is composed of three
sections, the first topic shed light on demonstrations and strikes in
1970-1973, while the third topic dealt with the position of Al-Nahar
newspaper regarding the harbingers of the civil war in 1975. While the
conclusion addressed the most important The conclusions of the study.

Through scientific data and historical follow-up of events in
Lebanon from 1958-1975 and the position of Al-Nahar newspaper, a
number of facts were revealed, the most important of which are:
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-Al-Nahar newspaper faced many problems in the beginning of its
launch, and it was closely monitored by the French Mandate
authorities, who were fighting both its policy and its presence in
Lebanon, especially in the years of World War 11 1939-1945.

-An-Nahar newspaper followed the political developments on the
Lebanese scene, and expressed its positions towards the events of
1958, and the interference of foreign countries in Lebanon's internal
affairs, and affiliations of international and western alliances, which
have started to widen the division between the Lebanese people, and
consequently many security incidents and internal crises occurred.
An-Nahar newspaper was a supporter of the Palestinian struggle

against Israel, and support was required.

And the rights of the Palestinians to return to their homeland, and
during the demonstrations that took place on April 23, 1969, Al-Nahar
stressed that it supports the Palestinian cause and is against any

decision ending the Palestinian resistance against the Zionist enemy.



