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Abstract

The subject of revelation stands as one of the richest themes in
historical writings, for it represents the foundational moment of
Islam, where religion, history, and culture converge. Thus,
understanding revelation entails comprehending the emergence of the
Qur’anic text and the onset of the prophetic experience. It is,
therefore, essential for grasping the evolution of Islamic thought,
jurisprudence, and exegesis, while the ambiguity surrounding the
details of revelation compels historians to seek its interpretations
within the social and political context of that era.

As for the obscurity in the portrayal of the angel or the revelation
in both the Qur’an and the authentic prophetic texts, this stems from
the primary objective being a focus on the message and content rather
than on minute details. Moreover, such vagueness leaves room for
spiritual reflection and avoids delving into particulars that might
either incite controversy or detract attention from the essence of the
call.

However, the expanding geographical scope of the Arab-Islamic
state opened the door for the Muslims of the conquests, as well as
adherents of other religions, to question the nature of inspiration and
the mechanism by which revelation is received in Islam. As a result
of the Qur’anic text and the authentic prophetic hadith’s silence in
elucidating the true essence of this transcendent, unseen
phenomenon, those who assumed power found themselves
confronted with an overwhelming number of inquiries. They found
no recourse except through the narrators—most of whom were either
People of the Book or later adherents of Islam. Consequently, Islamic
narratives were influenced by the depictions of angels found in
Jewish and Christian texts, in which the angel appears as an
intermediary between God (Gal Galalh) and the prophets. This notion
was embraced by Islamic accounts, with a particular emphasis on
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Gabriel’s (Alah Al-salam) role in conveying revelation to the Prophet
Muhammad (Alah Al-salam).

Furthermore, the Islamic corpus was affected by pre-lIslamic
Arab conceptions of invisible beings, such as the jinn, given that the
Arabs believed poets were inspired by a jinn. Accordingly, these
notions were recontextualized within the framework of revelation in
Islam, albeit with a clear distinction: angels were seen as pure beings
created from light, while the jinn were understood as beings
fashioned from fire.

In addition, popular religious imagination contributed to
enriching the image of the angel in the sira and exegetical literature,
where descriptions emerged that went beyond what is contained in
the primary texts—for example, depictions of Gabriel (Alah Al-
salam) with multiple wings or appearing in human form. This
elaboration often served to render transcendent concepts more
accessible or arose from the absence of any other visible intermediary
between the heavens and the earth, apart from birds, which naturally
possess wings. However, such developments adversely affected
earlier religious narratives and the collective Arab imagination
regarding the concept of revelation.
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