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Abstract

The field of research and investigation of those who are
concerned with archaeologies and their institutions (the Department of
Archeology) is no less important than studying the monument itself:
as the two sides of the same coin. If a monument has a historical and
cultural importance related to the country’s heritage and adds another
progress in the field of culture and politics as well as in other areas:
the interest of that monument¢< the foundations of the institutions
concerned for this duty are also of great important. Rather« its
importance may be greater in several aspects« as these institutions are
concerned with the sustainability of these monuments and the
enactment of laws related to their maintenance and preservation« as
well as carrying out the tasks of preparing the appropriate
environment to carry out these duties such as providing specialized
hands in the field of archeology and not tampering with the latter.
Very little studies have been made in this regard« especially the
history¢< origin and development of the (Department of Ancient
Archeology). They were not sufficient to be commensurate with the
importance of that department. Soc« it is known that historical studies
often tend to shed light on the political< economic and social aspects:
leaving such topics without interest< away from the new directions for
the study of history< which places all aspects of life within the

historical study.

Hence the idea of choosing the topic of the thesis (The Iraqi

Department of Archeology 1922-1958¢ a Historical Study) is to put in
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the hands of the reader the history of the establishment and

development of this department and the laws related to it< through an

introduction« three chapters«< and a conclusion.

The introduction deals with the factors leading to the beginnings
of archeology in Irag« a vision of intellectual origins and the beginning
of exploration until the year 1920. The first chapter revolves around
the General Archeology Department in Iraq¢ the circumstances of the
foundation as well as the administrative and functional structures.
The chapter is divided into three sections. The first section discusses
the Iraqi Department of Archeology and foundation conditions. The
second section deals with the administrative structure and
organizational contexts of the Iragi Department of Archeology. The
second section explains the biographies and characters of the ancient
Department of Archeology and its activity in the management of

specialized work.

The second chapter surveys the activities and works of the
General Directorate of Ancient Archeology from 1920-1958. It is
divided into four sections. The first section deals with the activities of
foreign missions working in Iraq and the role of the Directorate of
Ancient Archeology 1922-1939. The second section explores the work
of the Directorate of Ancient Archeology and its specialized activities
1936-1953. The third section is about the General Directorate of
Ancient Archeology and Archaeological Excavations in lrag 1953-

1958. The fourth section embodies the activities of foreign missions
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and the role of the General Directorate of Ancient Archeology1948-
1958.

The third chapter of the thesis discusses the Iragi Department of
Archeology in the light of regulations« laws and budget determinations
1920-1958. The chapter is divided into two sections. The first section
Is concerned with studying the regulations¢ laws and amendments of
the lragi Department of Archeology 1922-1958. The second section
deals with the budget of the Iragi Department of Archeology in Iraqi

Representatives council discussions 1922-1958.

The thesis reached important results< the most prominent of which
are:

The foundation of the Iragi Department of Archeology had origins
and pavements that reached in their roots to advanced historical stages
of the era of the Ottoman Empire with agreements and covenants with
foreign teams« especially (German and foreign)« dating back to its
history between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries< and from this
came the importance of lragi archeology and their civilized value
which European excavators felt< that made it the focus of attention of
European colonial powers« specifically British ones.

The Iragi archaeologies have been subjected to systematic theft
from the European side under an official cover: the agreements that
were concluded between the British and the Iraqi sides< whether it was
within the Ottoman era or more severely in the royal era. These
agreements enabled the European side to determine the ratios of the
value of the archaeological finds and then agree on granting the
prospecting teams certain shares of this find according to the agreed
value« which made most of these monuments pass smoothly to
European museums (such as the Winged Bull)< to name (but) a few.



