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Abstract

The current study aims to identify the challenges of implementing
active learning strategies in teaching early primary school grades,
according to the perspectives of male and female teachers. The thesis
consists of four chapters. The first chapter introduces the research by
outlining the problem, its significance, objectives, scope, and definitions
of terms. The second chapter presents theoretical background and
previous studies, discussing constructivist theory, active learning and its
key strategies, as well as the characteristics of early primary grades. The
second part of this chapter reviews previous research related to the
challenges of applying active learning strategies in early grades.

The third chapter covers the research methodology, specifying the
research approach, the population and sample, and the procedures for
developing the research tool (the questionnaire), along with the validation
of its psychometric properties and final administration, as well as the
statistical methods used. The fourth chapter presents the research
findings, conclusions, recommendations, and suggestions.

The researcher adopted the descriptive survey method. The
research population consisted of all teachers of early grades in the Abu
Ghraib Education Department under the General Directorate of Education
in Baghdad / Karkh First, for the academic year 2024-2025. The sample
included 200 teachers selected randomly. To collect data and information,
a questionnaire was designed comprising four domains: (1) school
environment, (2) curriculum and textbook, (3) teacher, and (4) pupil. A
set of items was formulated for each domain. The validity of the
questionnaire was verified through expert judgment and internal
consistency, while its reliability was confirmed using Cronbach’s alpha
method.

After applying appropriate statistical tools, the study reached the
following results:

1. In the domain of school environment, the percentage weight was
(68%), with a weighted mean of (3.41).

2. In the domain of curriculum and textbook, the percentage weight was
(73%), with a weighted mean of (3.68).
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3. In the domain of teacher, the relative weight was (69%), with a
weighted mean of (3.45).

4. In the domain of pupil, the percentage weight was (74%), with a
weighted mean of (3.74).

Based on these findings, the study recommended the following:

1. Preparing an educational and pedagogical environment in schools that
enables teachers to effectively employ active learning strategies.

2. Providing material resources and supporting tools to activate the use
of modern teaching strategies within the school environment.

3. Developing teacher preparation programs for early grade teachers in
alignment with current developments in modern and contemporary
teaching strategies.

4. Enhancing professional development courses that build the capacity of
early grade teachers to address the challenges and difficulties associated
with active learning.
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