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Abstract

The early Abbasid era was marked by significant internal family conflicts that
deeply affected the stability of the caliphate. Although the Abbasids came to power
with strong claims of unity and justice, tensions soon emerged within the ruling
family over issues of succession, authority, and political control.

Rivalries between brothers and sons of caliphs often turned violent. One of the
most prominent examples is the civil war between Caliph al-Amin and his brother
al-Ma'mun, known as the Fourth Fitna. This conflict not only resulted in al-Amin's
death but also weakened the caliphate's central authority and increased the
influence of military leaders and regional powers.

These internal struggles revealed the challenges of hereditary rule and the
dangers of placing family loyalty above effective governance. The repeated
disputes within the Abbasid family contributed to political fragmentation and set
the stage for the decline of centralized power in the Islamic world
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