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Abstarac

Historical studies of any nation are among the most significant fields of
knowledge that document the political, economic, military, and social
transformations that the nation has undergone, while simultaneously reflecting
the paths of its civilizational development. In this context, the cities of the
Islamic West, particularly the Maghreb region, emerged as active centers in
building Arab-Islamic civilization. These regions witnessed a wide intellectual
movement and significant scholarly and cultural activity, in which their jurists,
scholars, and prominent figures contributed to enriching Islamic culture and
strengthening the roots of civilizational interaction between the East and the
West.

The early Islamic era in the Maghreb, especially during the period of the
conquest and the era of governors (22-92 AH), represented a decisive
foundational stage in the region's history. During this period, the features of
political, military, and administrative decision-making became clearly evident,
reflecting the nature of the challenges faced by the Islamic state in its efforts to
establish authority and expand its influence. Caliphs, leaders, and governors
played a central role in making fateful decisions, which were not spontaneous or
random, but rather the result of careful studies, rational assessments, and a
comprehensive vision of the requirements of the phase. This reflects the depth of
political and administrative awareness among the decision-makers of that era.

Despite the numerous historical writings that have addressed the events of
the Islamic conquest of the Maghreb, most of them have not addressed the
concept of decision-making as an independent, specialized topic within the
Moroccan experience, Therefore, this study seeks to shed light on this
important dimension by tracing the emergence and development of political,
military, administrative, and civilizational decision-making in the Maghreb
during that period, highlighting the mechanisms and determinants of decision-
making, and its impact on the course of historical events.

The importance of this study lies in its attempt to delve into the depths of
the early Islamic periods to highlight the common elements in the historical
continuity of political and military decision-making, both internally and
externally. It also sheds light on the nature of the decisions that accompanied
the major military campaigns, which were issued under the direct guidance of
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the caliphs, starting from the era of the Rashidun Caliphate, through the
period of conquest, and the era of governors in the Maghreb region.

The motivations behind choosing this topic stem from a genuine academic
desire to understand the mechanism of decision-making during the Islamic
conquest, with all its political, military, administrative, and civilizational
dimensions - aspects that have not been explicitly or independently addressed
in previous studies. The researcher noticed the absence of independent studies
concerned with the concept of decision-making in the context of the Islamic
conquest of the Maghreb, despite the abundance of studies dealing with
leadership figures, conquests, and major battles. However, most of these
studies were limited to recounting events without deeply analyzing how
decisions were made and the role of caliphs and leaders in formulating and
implementing them.

The researcher faced several challenges during the preparation of this
study, most notably: the absence of previous studies that directly address
decision-making in the Maghreb from an analytical perspective, as most
research has focused on highlighting events and personalities without delving
into the nature of decisions, their stages, and circumstances. Moreover, many.

sources and references lack clarification of the role of decision-makers in
the Islamic conquest, as they merely present a sequence of historical events
without referencing the intellectual and organizational structures that led to
decision-making. Additionally, there is a lack of studies addressing
administrative and civilizational decision-making, whether at the political or
military levels. This prompted the researcher to rely on her analytical reading
of historical events and to trace the positions and decisions taken by caliphs
and leaders in managing military campaigns - from appointing or dismissing
leaders to their directives during the campaigns and finally determining the
fate of conquered territories in a manner that serves the supreme interest of
the Islamic state.

Accordingly, this study is considered one of the important and rare studies
in the field of historical research, as it seeks to present a new, integrated
reading of decision-making during the Islamic conquest of the Maghreb. It
highlights the organizational structure of the Islamic leadership mindset
within the framework of the interaction between politics and religion, war and
administration, and thought and implementation.
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