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oxponditure have boon woll distributed ond the
Niniater hea not triod to osoapo tha fuot Llat,
with the present polioy of reotrict orts,
rovenuo from customs duty und incoue tax is bound
to fll. Although ho hoa froquently spoken of
trying to impoue on incoma tox on rents from house
roperty ond sgrioulturel londs, ond moy still ty
20 xnh-oduno SO0 mAnpures on thoso lincs, ho fully
opprociston tho oppouition which they uouid onoounter
in Perliumont ond, for tho mowont ot eny rate, hoa
oontontod himgoll with impo ¢ tox of B on oxports,
the burden of which, he wointsins, will ©oll on &
rich .m-mlmnnn&u ond will ot tho sare time tond
0 roduce the prico of locwlly grown foodstulfe.
The wiadom of ZMmuns the oustoms duty on rtod
foodutuffo ond certuin other cssontiol orts g
more questioneblo. The liniater's stated intenticn
48 to proteot 1odol industrios but if, sa ho oduits
shoge may mot bo sufficiont to noot ch Irogl dmn&a.
the offeot of nans* the toriff may woll be %o inorosuc
the oot of living of the mossos.

6. Dotoils of the oapitel works budget for 1850
heve not yot beon cnnourded.

I om nndlli.eoptu of this dospatoh and ita
enolosures to tho Beitish Niddle 3Baet Office in Cairo,
Hie Vojeaty's Qonsul-Gonorsl ot Basra, and the
og-oni-l Relotiono & Exporte Departaent of the Board
of Trade.

I hovo the honowr to be,
with .30 nighost reapect,
Yé\u' mogt obedient,
husble Gervent,

Mﬂ.ﬂﬁm

il

E RS

-
I
QO T T, «  DIrisih mbsses,
(;“A-L" .F' 1/
i

%0 kay, 2800,

- L-iu@ ’

With roferetse to my deuyesch 10,92 3 (1118/18/50)
of the 19th Aprrdl, 1 Love Gic horow o Sranaaid %0 Jou
hocgrith o translstion ol She druft Gencsel Iudget law
for the firevoial yasy 1060 {april 1s$ 1960 %0 lionch
kst 1961) +hieh e [regertod 56 Furliwiont by Sho
Lindeter of Pananoe on the 10th Juril, together with o
ttrangletion of the Wuister'c explinstory vemorondua
ond o smory of agenditure ond rocoipte by chapters.

8 Total onddnory expenditure for 18560 lis Vean
sotizetod st ID, 05,875,300 ro ccopured with u tSul
sanotionod expenddture of ID, 07,148,050 for 2945, In
order to bring obout this redwtion of ID,8,208,950 the
expenditure of roat govertient depertuonts hos beon out,
but en exsoption hus been wode in the cage of the
Virtatrios of Sduwetion and Jooinl AIfuirs wivee
ollcossions have boon incrassed t0 provide I necessury
exporsion. In cospoerdng tho figures of experditure fop
the various deportmonts for 149 ond 1960 (% ghould bo
moted thaot in 1940 the cum of ID.5,767,860 wes allocsted
under o apaciul ohaptor heod tc Bergetcy Lxpenditure.
In 190 Saorgency Axperditure hes been insl in the
suas slloosted to seeh NUiniasry ond depertuent.

8. On the rovenne side, recoipts for 1980 have been
ostiuated ot ID, 21,875,300 as coapured with satimatad
recoipta for 1949 of ID. 26,000, ond potusl recelpte
of wpproxiretely ID,23,500,000. In csloulsting the
roduced figure of ID.21,078,300 the Winteser hes sllosed
for gubstentisl desrosses, ue camperod with 1946, in the
wouste to be collecoted fram ouutoms wnd excise, incons
tox and vordous luid end spriculturol texes. Recelpts
fron tobecco, whilch sre cstimetad ot ID, 1,000,000 ss
conpered with ID.2,800,000 in 1940 catimotes, are to be
csleuleted tiip yoar on the bsais of ootuel profits of
the tobacoo monopoly and no%, o8 in provious years, on
the unrealistiao basis of gstimated sele vslwe of atooka,

& In order to mect the doficit of ID.2,000,000
batwosn estimatod @genditurc snd reverws, the Minister
2“””! to reiss ID, 8,100,000 bty now texes. dome of
hoso toxes hove slresdy boen vod by Parlissent.
fhoy comprise irvoressed ouatoms duty on o wide range
of items ircluding foodatuffs, scop, metches, redics,
refrigerators, ding murhh. certpin cotton, silk
und woollen matordols, fura, certadn typea of totor carg;
sn incrosse in exoise duty on mg'mmtm; aod on
export tax of §% on oll leoul products with a few minop
exceptions,

5. Cu she whola the 1060 bulget sppears t0 have teon
droyn Wp in & realictic menmer. The proposed ocuts in

& Jexpendituse

The Homourable

LG YOW. LP-.

eto., e, eto.

BNA, Fco 624/37,The financial year 1950, 30 May 1950, p:1-2.
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sum.cdvgs HO.2 TO SIR HUIRY 1ACK'G DESFAYTCH 1i0.108% (1116,'80/50)
OF il Oxrd Ley.

Lranglation,

Explonstory lMomorandum on tho draft Dudget
———fFor the ginanciol Yeaypy 1950.

axponditure g9ido.

The exponditwre of the finuancisl yeur 18560 L£or the ordinary

budget hus boon cotimated uwt ID, 235,075,300, whercuo sotusl
expenditure rfor 1948 smounted to ID. 28,074,187, ond genctioncd
oxpgenditure for the Cingnoiul yeor 1949 awounted to
1D, 27,145,250, 1.0. the exponditurce of 1950 hoo been ssascasued
withh o reduction of ID.5,269,950, vs compored with the
allotments of 1048, s reduction cf 12  of the totsl. Thie
roduction was oflfected after astrenuous endenveurs osnd co-opurantion,
wnd in view of the sgrocmont reached between the vsrious
Minictrilioa and departuentn to decrense expenditureo and to cenfine
1t 30 the utiwoot posgible minimum. To achieve thias cndg,
condiderution was given te (1) svoiding extravegance and
unnecegsory exyonditure, (2) economising as wuch os posnible in
21l Chapters of expenditwre, (8) finding means for raturel
exygsnsion in scocisl services, and (4) non-reduction of
expendituroe on uroductive atters.

Expenditure, whether in recspect of gelories, allowanoces
asnd sorvices, atores, etc., hos boen sssessced on sctual basia, after
taking into consideration tho actual expenditure of lust yeasr
end probable developments during the current financial year.
In order to ensure the reductions effected in the wvarious
chopters of oxpenditunre, Article 12 of tho draft Budget Law
provides that "In no casc should the cost of cadres exceed the
total sllotment mado for eoch selary vote". Therofore, tho
Einistry of Finunce will refuge to aasnction any cadre to be
submitted to 1t which excecedsn tho sanctionod asllotment in the
Budget. It hus also been sgreoed thet the Linistries gshould not
exceed the sllotments providsd for them in the budgot.

It will be observed that the lidgh Cowut of Living allowunces
wied to be pleced under o speciosl chapter in previous budgets, a
metter which concealed the actusl exponditure of cach State

/departinont. 7
.5

b

BNA,FCO 624/37,Explanatory Memorandum on the draft Eudget for the
Financial year 1950,15 April 1950,P1-4.
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1) BAN, FCO 624/ 187, Political affairs(Internal)lraq Cabinet,1950.
2) BNA, FCO 624/371, ENCLOSURE TO SIR H. MACK'S DESPATOH,

15JUNE 1950.
3) BNA, FCO 624/371, SUMMARY OF REMEMBER BY CHOPTERS,3
May 1950.
4) BNA, FC0O624/124,U.K-Iraq,Joint defence,1941.
5) BNA,FCO 624/204, Political affairs(lnternal) Counsellors
minutes,lraq,1953.
6) BNA,FCO 624/371, TRANSLATION FROM THE LOCAL PRESS DATED
9 th MAY 1950, 9 May 1950.
7) FCO 624/37, Trout eck to wilian Starng, 25April 1951.
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Abstract

The press is one of the most important tools that helps shape public opinion,
convey facts, and shed light on various issues. It is one of the fundamental
pillars of society. Its history and development among peoples are linked to
numerous factors that have influenced it and been influenced by it. The press
has been in constant interaction with events on an almost daily basis, conveying
political events through its pages and communicating them to the people. The
press witnessed remarkable development in the 1950s, as this period was
considered an important transitional stage in the history of journalism,
characterized by political and economic transformations that affected the nature
and content of journalism after the end of World War Il (1939-1945). The shift in
the international balance of power prompted the press to play a vital role in
documenting events and influencing public opinion as a primary source of
information, conveying political and economic news, both local and international,
and a means of expressing free opinion. However, it faced pressure and
government censorship as a result of the prevailing political climate. However,
newspapers were able to maintain their position as a means of conveying
political ideas and positions, and as a tool for expressing the aspirations of the
Iraqi people. During the royal era (1921-1958), Iraq went through many political
developments characterized by multiple ministries, and the short duration of most
of them. Nuri al-Said’s eleventh ministry (September 15, 1950 - July 10, 1952)
is considered to be the longest-lasting ministry among those ministries. It was
preceded by Nuri al-Said’s efforts to form the Constitutional Union Party, which
held its first conference on December 23, 1949, and issued its newspaper on
April 4, 1950. Hence, the choice of the title of the thesis (The Position of the
Constitutional Union Newspaper on the Political and Economic Conditions in Iraq
during 1950-1952) as a media platform that reflected political and economic
viewpoints during the study period, as the newspaper was a tool for expressing
the party’s positions and orientations, which makes it a rich source for

understanding how the party dealt with political and economic developments in

I d I
—J



ADST ACE e eeeeeeeeneeneseeseeseesesseseesssssssessssssssssesssssssesssssssssssssns

Irag, and knowing the dimensions that the government’s policy left on the
features of modern Iragi history. The study began from the founding of the
newspaper until the issuance of martial law orders issued by the government of
Nur al-Din Mahmoud on November 25, 1952, to suspend the work of 27
newspapers and magazines that were The Constitutional Union newspaper was
among them, and it took many different stances on the events, supporting some

and opposing others.

During the royal era (1921-1958), Iraq went through many political
developments characterized by multiple ministries, and the short duration of most
of them. Nuri al-Said’s eleventh ministry (September 15, 1950 - July 10, 1952)
is considered to be the longest-lasting ministry among those ministries. It was
preceded by Nuri al-Said’s efforts to form the Constitutional Union Party, which
held its first conference on December 23, 1949, and issued its newspaper on
April 4, 1950. Hence, the choice of the title of the thesis (The Position of the
Constitutional Union Newspaper on the Political and Economic Conditions in Iraq
during 1950-1952) as a media platform that reflected political and economic
viewpoints during the study period, as the newspaper was a tool for expressing
the party’s positions and orientations, which makes it a rich source for
understanding how the party dealt with political and economic developments in
Irag, and knowing the dimensions that the government’s policy left on the
features of modern Iragi history. The study began from the founding of the
newspaper until the issuance of martial law orders issued by the government of
Nur al-Din Mahmoud on November 25, 1952, to suspend the work of 27
newspapers and magazines that were The Constitutional Union newspaper was
among them, and it took many different positions on the events, as it supported

some and opposed others.

The thesis's problems revolve around several questions that will be explained
throughout the chapters. These questions include: How was the Iraqi press

affected by the political events represented by the British occupation of lraq?
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What is the role of the press in spreading national awareness among the Iraqi
people, through the political events that Iraq experienced, such as the 1920
Revolution? The May Movement? The Portsmouth Treaty, and others? How was
the Constitutional Union newspaper established? What are its goals? What is its
position? What is its position on the political efforts to nationalize oil in Iraq?
What is its position on the formation of Nuri al-Said's eleventh government
(September 15, 1950 - July 10, 1952), as it is the mouthpiece of the
Constitutional Union Party? What is the newspaper's position on the press of
other parties, such as the Umma Party and the Iragi Communist Party? What is
its role in international events, such as the Palestinian issue? And internal
events, such as the displacement of Jews and the revocation of their citizenship?
And its position on urban projects and the economic situation in lraq during the
research period, as the thesis aimed to clarify and explain its details, and the
researcher relied on the chronological sequence of events and the unity of the
topic in each chapter of the thesis in order to give each topic its due in research

and analysis.

In order to organize and coordinate the message to reach the desired results,
the message was divided into an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, and
a group of appendices. The first chapter, entitled “The Emergence of the Iraqi
Press until the lIssuance of the Constitutional Union Newspaper in 1950,”
included three topics. The first topic spoke about a historical overview of the
emergence of the Iraqi press (1869-1948), as a means of transmitting news and
information throughout history, and the role of the press as one of the basic
pillars of society, its development, and its keeping pace with events in Iraq until
1948. The second topic included the political and economic conditions in Iraq
(1914-1948), as Iraq was under British occupation until the advent of the royal
rule in 1921. During this period, the political arena witnessed the emergence of
new parties, and it also shed light on the economic aspect and the role of oil in
improving revenues. The second topic studied the emergence of the

Constitutional Union Party and the issuance of the Constitutional Union
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Newspaper, and Nuri al-Said’s efforts to establish it and explain its political
body, central committees, and members, since it held its first conference on the
twenty—third of December 1949, and addressed the party's goals and political
program, and identified its branches in Iraq, in Hillah, Basra, and elsewhere. He
also reviewed the newspaper's work as a platform for promoting the party's ideas

and policies and conveying its messages to the public.

The second chapter is entitled “The Newspaper’s Position on the Political
Situation in Iraq (1950-1952)" and is divided into three sections. The first
section reviews the newspaper’s position on the internal situation in Iraq (1950-
1952), as British influence was still influential on Iraqgi politics and political
decision—making, the developments that occurred during that period, and the
effects of the Anglo—Iraqi Treaty. The second section discusses the newspaper’s
position on the issue of nationalizing Iragi oil and the profit—sharing agreement.
The researcher reviews the newspaper’s position on the repercussions of oil
nationalization and the efforts of Nuri al-Said’s government to sign a profit-
sharing agreement with Iragi oil companies. The third section studies the
newspaper’s position on the Palestinian issue (1950-1952) and the attention
that the Iraqi government paid to the issue of the Palestinian people’s right to

freedom and self—-determination.

The third chapter, entitted “The Position of the Constitutional Union
Newspaper on the Economic Conditions in Irag (1950-1952)", was divided into
three sections. The first section reviewed the newspaper’s position on
agricultural and irrigation projects, the interest the government gave to those
projects, and the newspaper’s position on them. The second section was
devoted to studying the newspaper’s position on industrial and oil projects during
the research period, and the steps taken by the government to advance the
industrial situation in Iraq. It showed the importance of oil in the Iragi economy
during the period. The third section dealt with the newspaper’s position on trade

in Iraq (1950-1952). The researcher reviewed the most important procedures
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and agreements concluded by the government, and Iraq’s cooperation with other

countries to advance the commercial situation during that period.
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