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Abstract

Abstract

The rules of international humanitarian law are characterized as an
integrated legal system, as it obliges the High Contracting States of the
four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols of 1977
and 2005, and the international conventions complementing them, to take
all necessary national measures to put the rules of that law into force and
implementation at the national level. This shall be as soon as those
conventions are joined, during or as close as possible to the completion of
the ratification process of accession, through the obligation to harmonize
the national legislation in force with the rules of international humanitarian
law, and to disseminate knowledge of the rules of that law by qualified
persons and legal advisors in the armed forces, Within the civil and
military circles, legislative, judicial and institutional measures are taken to
ensure that the perpetrators of violations of international humanitarian law
are held accountable by its national judiciary, regardless of their official
status, whether they are leaders or subordinates. Also, it is possible to
prosecute the perpetrators by searching and investigating them within the
territory of the contracting parties in order to conduct their trial before
their national courts, whether they are their nationals or citizens of one of
the parties, and whether those violations were committed in their national
territory or outside. In addition, they can be handed over to another state
party that has sufficient evidence against them, to prevent criminals from
impunity, pursuant to the “universal criminal jurisdiction legally
established” of national courts, with an emphasis on providing all judicial
guarantees expressly provided for in the provisions of the international
humanitarian law conventions , to conduct a fair and impartial trial.
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