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Abstract

The African Sahel region is considered one of the most important strategic
regions in the world, and it serves as a meeting point between the occupied peoples
and civilizational cultures, and a point of communication and a crossing bridge
linking the north and south of the African continent, which made it one of the most
Important geopolitical regions that attracted attention and attracted the attention of
major countries, especially France as well. Being a transportation corridor, it is also
of great economic importance because it contains large quantities of natural
resources, especially uranium, oil, and large agricultural areas. It also serves as a
market for the sale of products and the passage of goods. Therefore, France has
sought greatly to find a foothold in its former colonies in order to... Maximizing its
economic position and enhancing its military influence, especially since it describes
itself as the first player in the region. Therefore, the study focused on several axes
of French relations with each of the Sahel-Saharan countries (Mali, Chad, Niger,
Burkina Faso, Mauritania from the political, security, cultural, military and
economic aspects, by using soft policy in order to develop and strengthen the
relationship with those countries, because they represent one of three Factors
supporting France's international standing, in addition to its permanent seat in the
Security Council. The study showed that there are several goals behind the French
approach towards the Sahel countries, represented by political, military, economic,
and security goals. In order to achieve these goals, France resorted to following
several means to implement its foreign policy, which varied between political
means. Military, economic, and security to enhance its presence in the African Sahel
countries, at a time when terrorist groups are active, which has made the situation
there unstable and more complex, in addition to the fact that France considers it as
its protected or guaranteed domain due to colonial history. The study included
several determinants, including regional ones, represented by Iran. , the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Israel and the other international (Russia, the United States
of America, the European Union and China), while the study concluded with three
scenarios for the future of French foreign policy in the Sahel and Sahara region,
some of which ranged between the current reality and progress and decline, despite
the synonymous term Sahel and Sahara, but our study It will be limited to the coastal
countries only to facilitate the study and the necessity of specifying it precisely
geographically.
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