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University Of Missan
College of Basic Education
Higher Studies

Curricula and General Teaching Methods
Questionnaire of the validity of the suggested criteria of language competence

Dear Sir / Madam._
Greetings

The researcher is conducting a study entitled (Evaluating the content of
English for Irag 6" primary textbook in the light of suggested criteria of
language competence). One of the key elements of his study is to make a set
of suggested criteria for language competence that should be included in the
book’s content to help pupils acquire certain levels of language proficiency.
After reviewing world criteria set by the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR), the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages (ACTFL), and asking English language teachers the
researcher was able to draft number of criteria divided on the four language
skills ( listening, talking, reading and writing).

As you are an outstanding figure in the field of teaching English as a foreign
language, your opinions are of great value in making judgments on the
validity and appropriateness of these criteria.

Please tick the item by placing (v') in front of each one. The researcher would
appreciate your notes on items that need to be adapted, omitted or added.

Thank you for your cooperation in advance.

Expert’s name

Academic rank

Specialization

Workplace

Signature

M.A student Supervisor

Sajjad Oudha Yassien Ahmed Abd Al- Mohsen Kadhim
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skill

level

item

appropriate

In appropriate

Any suggestions

Listening

Beginner

Can understand the basic
words such as introducing
himself, welcoming, family.

Can understand the speaker's
speech if it was familiar and on a
condition of repetition and
slowing.

Intermediate

Can identify the conversation’s
environment whether it took
place in a restaurant, hotel,
grocery shop, and other familiar
places.

Can listen to a short paragraph
and then tries to imitate its
content to his classmates' by
using gestures and mimes.

Has the ability to understand and
follow general health
instructions.

Advanced

Can understand the main points
of relatively long texts such as
stories or dialogues.

Has the ability to predict or
summarize what he is listening to
and answer listening
comprehension questions on a
condition of repetition.

Can make a judgment about the
listening materials by saying yes or
no accompanied with justification..
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skill

level

item

appropriate

in appropriate

Any suggestions

Talking

Beginner

Can interact with others
during simple social events
by using greetings and
introducing himself.

Can talk about jobs,
workplaces, and express his
feelings about what he likes
or dislikes.

Can express his gratitude to
others and giving advice
and simple suggestions.

Intermediate

Can ask about certain
information like ordering
food while in a restaurant,
and asking about prices and
time and how to answer
them properly.

Can describe his emotional
state from joy, sadness,
anger or sick with the
ability to give reasons for
that.

Advanced

Can talk about his country's
culture, civilization, and
historical heritage.

Has the ability to say his
point of view and made it
clear for others to
understand.

Can tell a short story or tell
the plot of a story that he
heard before.
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skill

level

item

appropriate

in appropriate

Any suggestions

Beginner

Can read the names of things
that he/she uses daily and
reading some basic familiar
texts such as the food menu.

Can understand some basic
words used in IT such as
computer parts.

Can understand signs used in
streets such as traffic signs,
warnings, and directions.

Reading

Intermediate

Can understand the content of
short stories while reading on
a condition that it is presented
in pictures and signs.

Can understand school
messages and
announcements.

Can read the diphthongs in
some words and their proper
pronunciation.

Advanced

Can read certain texts to find
certain information on how to
do specific tasks.

Has the ability to understand
texts that require reading
comprehension to answer
questions related to the text.
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skill

level

item

appropriate

In appropriate

Any
suggestions

Beginner

Can write his general personal
information like in passport or
ID.

Can discriminate among
numbers of words that have
the same pronunciation but
they differ in meaning
(homonym)

Can write short sentences
taking into consideration the
upper and lower case letters.

Writing

Intermediate

Can write a message or a short
CV.

Has the ability to write about
some daily repetitive activities
such as home or school
activities.

Can rearrange words in a false
sentence so that it gives a new
meaningful sentence.

Advanced

Can rewrite a paragraph that is
missing grammatical items
that he/she learned such as
punctuation, tenses, or proper
pronouns, etc.

Can write a story or report
about a familiar topic such as
a school trip or some
surrounding phenomena.
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University Of Missan

College of Basic Education

Higher Studies

Curricula and General Teaching Methods

Questionnaire of the validity of the suggested criteria of language competence
Dear Sir / Madam.

Greetings

The researcher is conducting a study entitled (Evaluating the Content of
English for Iraq 6™ primary Textbook in the Light of Suggested criteria
of language competence). One of the key elements of his study is to make a
set of suggested criteria for language competence that should be included in
the book’s content to help pupils acquire certain levels of language
proficiency.

After reviewing international criteria set by the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), the American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), and asking English language
teachers and supervisors, the researcher was able to draft number of criteria
divided on the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).

As you are an outstanding figure in the field of teaching English as a foreign
language, your opinions are of great value in making judgments on the
validity and appropriateness of these criteria.

Please tick the item by placing (v) in front of each one. The researcher would
appreciate your notes on items that need to be adapted, omitted or added.

Thank you for your cooperation in advance.

Expert’spame
Academic rank

Specialization
Workplace
Sigpnature .~~~
M.A student

Sajjad Oudha Yassien



skill

level

criterion

Listening

Beginner

Can understand the basic phrases and words such
as introducing himself, welcoming, family.

Can identify the conversation’s environment
whether it took place in a restaurant, hotel,
grocery shop, and other familiar places.

Can understand the speaker's speech if it was
familiar and on a condition of repetition and
slowing.

Intermediate

Choose the right picture, matching the listening
track with the right pictures.

Can listen to a short paragraph and then tries to
imitate its content to his classmates' by using
gestures and mimes.

Has the ability to understand and follow certain
instructions.

Advanced

Can understand the main points of relatively long
texts such as stories or dialogues.

Summarize what he is listening to with
phrases and uncomplicated sentences.

Can make a judgment about the listening
materials by saying yes or no accompanied with
justification..




skill

Level

Criterion

Speaking

Beginner

Can interact with others during simple social

events by using greetings and introducing himself.

Express his feelings about what he likes or

dislikes.

Giving advice and simple suggestions that is

appropriate to the spoken context

Intermediate

Can ask about certain information like ordering
food while in a restaurant, asking about prices

when asking and dealing with others

Can describe his emotional state from joy,
sadness, anger or sick with the ability to give

reasons for it.

Can negotiate with his classmates while working

in a group to find solutions to certain problems.

Advanced

Can talk about his country's culture, civilization,

and historical heritage.

Has the ability to say his point of view on a
certain topic and made it clear for others to

understand.

Can tell a short story or tell the plot of a story that
he heard before.




A\l &M\
skill | level Criterion
Can read the names of things that he/she
uses daily
) Can understand some basic words used in
Beginner

Reading

IT such as computer parts.

Can understand signs used in streets such

as traffic signs, warnings, and directions.

Intermediate

Can understand the content of short stories
while reading on a condition that it is

presented in pictures and signs.

Can understand class and school messages

and announcements.

Can read the diphthongs in some words

and their proper pronunciation.

Advanced

Can read certain texts to find certain

information on how to do specific tasks.

Can read the sentences as one unit and then

tries to predict the events.

Has the ability to understand texts that
require reading comprehension to answer

questions related to the text.




skill

level

Criterion

Writing

Beginner

Can write his general personal information like

in passport or ID.

Can discriminate among numbers of words that
have the same pronunciation but they differ in

meaning (homonym)

Can write or copy short sentences taking into

consideration the upper and lower case letters.

Intermediate

Can write a message or a short CV.

Has the ability to write about some daily
repetitive activities such as home or school

activities.

Can write a proper comment regarding pictures

with specific details.

Advanced

Can rearrange words in a false written sentence

so that it gives a new meaningful sentence.

Can rewrite a paragraph that is missing
grammatical items that he/she learned such as

punctuation, tenses, or proper pronouns, etc.

Can write a story or report about a familiar topic
such as a school trip or some surrounding

phenomena.
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University Of Missan

College of Basic Education

Higher Studies

Curricula and General Teaching Methods

A Questionnaire regarding the availability of the suggested criteria for
language competence

Dear colleagues

The researcher is conducting an M.ED thesis entitled (Evaluating the
Content of English for lIraq 6th primary Textbook in the light of
suggested criteria of language competence). For this purpose, the researcher
drafted a list of suggested criteria for the linguistic competencies that should
be included in the book’s content (Pupil book, activity book, and audio CD),
which were then divided into the four language skills (listening, speaking,

reading and writing).

You are kindly invited to participate in this survey, before answering; the

questionnaire items please check the following first.

1- Reading the questionnaire items carefully.

2- please return to the textbook when answering the questionnaire and
don't rely on memory only (the pupil and activity books to find out the
availability of the reading, speaking and writing skills, and the audio
CD to determine the availability of the listening skill items.

3- Placing (v") in the appropriate field of availability.

Please, note that the provided information will be used for research purposes

only, my gratitude.
Thank you for your cooperation
M.A student

Sajjad Oudha Yassien
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Participant general information

Please tick (v") in the appropriate choice.

1- Gender: Male Female
2- Job title: Teacher University teacher
3- Academic qualification: Diploma Bachelor Master

4- Years of experience

From 1 -5 years

From 6 — 10 years

From 11 — 15 years

More than 16 years

5- Did you participate in the training course, which was specified for

English for Iraq 6 primary textbook? Yes NO

6- How many units does the book contain?

7- Each basic unit in the book consists of eight lessons, except for

reviewing units, which contains lessons for each unit.

8- What are the names of the main characters presented in the book?
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Listening skill — Audio CD

*Does the Book- Audio CD allows / encourages pupil to:

S

Items

Degree of availability

Large

Medium | Small not
available

Understand the basic phrases and
words such as introducing himself,
welcoming, family.

Identify the conversation’s
environment whether it took place in a
restaurant, hotel, grocery shop, and
other familiar places.

Understand the speaker's speech if it
was familiar and on a condition of
repetition and slowing.

Choose the right picture, matching the
listening track with the right pictures.

Listen to a short paragraph and then
tries to imitate its content to his
classmates' by using gestures and
mimes.

Understand and follow certain
instructions such as general health
instructions or group work related
instructions.

Understanding the main points of
relatively long texts such as stories or
dialogues in order to answer any
relating questions.

Summarize what he is listening to
with phrases and uncomplicated
sentences.

Make a judgment about the listening
materials by saying yes or no
accompanied with justification.
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Speaking skill

*Does the Book content (pupil & activity book) allows / encourages pupil

to:

S

Items

Degree of availability

Large

Medium

Small

not

available

Interact with others during simple
social events by using greetings and
introducing himself.

Express his feelings about what he likes
or dislikes.

Giving advice and simple suggestions
that is appropriate to the spoken
context.

Asking about certain information like
ordering food while in a restaurant, and
asking about prices when asking and
dealing with others.

Describe his emotional state from joy,
sadness, anger or sickness with the
ability to give reasons for it.

Negotiate with his classmates while
working in a group to find solutions to
certain problems.

Talk about his country's culture,
civilization, and historical heritage.

Say his point of view on a certain topic
and made it clear for others to
understand.

Tell a short story or tell the plot of a
story that he heard before.
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Reading skill

*Does the Book content (pupil & activity book) allows / encourages pupil

to:
S Items Degree of availability
Large | Medium | Small not
available
1 |Read and understand the names of
things that he/she uses daily i.e. basic
texts centered on the student
2 | Understand some basic words used in
IT such as computer parts.
3 | Understand signs that is used in streets
such as traffic signs, warnings, and
directions.
4 | Understand the content of short stories
while reading on a condition that it is
presented in pictures and signs.
5 | Understanding class and school
messages and announcements.
6 | Read the diphthongs in some words and
their proper pronunciation.
7 | Read certain texts to find certain
information on how to do specific
tasks.
8 | Reading sentences as one unit and then
tries to predict the following events.
9 | Understand texts that require reading

comprehension  skill to  answer
questions related to the text.
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Writing skill

*Does the Book content (pupil & activity book) allows / encourages pupil

to:

S Items Degree of availability

Large | Medium | Small not
available

1 | Write his general personal information
like in passport or ID.

2 | Discriminate among numbers of words
that have the same pronunciation but
they differ in meaning (homonym)

3 | Write or copy short sentences taking
into consideration the upper and lower
case letters.

4 | write a message or a short CV.

5 | Write about some daily repetitive
activities such as home or school
activities.

6 | Write a proper comment describing
pictures with specific details.

7 | Rearrange words in a false written
sentence so that it gives a new
meaningful sentence.

8 | Rewrite a paragraph that is missing
grammatical items that he/she learned
such as punctuation, tenses, or proper
pronouns, etc.

9 | Write a story or report about a familiar
topic such as a school trip or some
surrounding phenomena.




Abstract

This study aims at evaluating the content of English for Iraq 6" primary

textbook in the light of a suggested criteria of language competence.

In order to achieve this aim, the study’s problem is manifested in the

following questions:

1-

2-

What are the language competencies criteria that should be included in
the content of EFI6" primary textbook?

What is the availability percent of the suggested criteria for language
competencies in the content of the EFI6™ primary textbook, based on
the content analysis card?

What is the availability percent of the suggested criteria of language
competencies in the content of the EFI6™ primary textbook, based on
teachers’ perspective?

What is the extent of congruence between the results reached by the
researcher (content analysis card), and the results reached by teachers
(the questionnaire) in the availability of language competencies in the
book’s content?

Are there any differences between the average scores of teachers
evaluation for each of the language skills about the availability of the
suggested criteria of language competencies in the book content
according to the following variables (gender - educational qualification

- years of experience)?

To answer these questions, the researcher drafted a list of suggested criteria

for the linguistic competence that must be met in the book’s content. The

number of those criteria in the initial instrument reached (32) distributed on

the four language skills (listening - speaking - reading - writing).
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After the researcher presented the list to the experts, the total number of

criteria became (36 criterion).

The researcher followed the descriptive methodology represented in
(content analysis method - survey method).To analyze the book content the
researcher used content analysis card to find out how much of the criteria
were met by the book .The validity of this instrument was achieved by
Experts while the consistency according to Holsti has a high value of
(0.916).

From that point onward, the researcher introduced the questionnaire to an
exploratory sample consisting of (60) male and female teachers to ensure
that it can be applied to the main sample. The researcher extracted the
validity and consistency. Whereas Pearson correlation coefficient for the
validity of the questionnaire items reached between (0.758), and the Split -
Half coefficient for the stability of the questionnaire reached (0.897), these

ratios express high coefficients values.

The study sample regarding to the first instrument (analysis card) consisted
of all the research community i.e. (audio CD — pupil book - activity book).
While the sample of the second instrument (questionnaire) consisted of
(200) male and female teachers, working in the General Directorate For

education in Missan Governorate.

The teachers were invited to participate in the online questionnaire
randomly through social media. The researcher used a number of
appropriate statistical methods to process the data obtained through the

study instruments.

The results of the study showed the following: -



1-

6-

Abstract
The book contains 70% of the suggested criteria of language

competence according to content analysis card, whereas the listening
skills criteria were met by 74%, while the speaking criteria were met by
60%, where reading skill criteria were met by 77.5%, the final criteria
of the writing skill were met 72.5%.

The book contains 72% of the suggested criteria of language
competence according to teachers’ perspective, whereas the listening
skills criteria about 67%, while the speaking criteria about 60%, where
reading skill criteria were 76%, the final criteria of the writing skill
were 77.6%.

There is a strong positive correlation between the results obtained by
content analysis card and the results of the questionnaire, where the
compatibility ratio according to Pearson coefficient (0.927).

The results showed that there were no statistically significant
differences at (o >0.05) between the mean score evaluation of the study
sample for the following skills (speaking, reading, and writing)
according to the gender variable. While the results showed that, there
were statistically significant differences in favor of female’s evaluation
in listening.

The results showed that there were no statistically significant
differences at (a > 0.05) between the mean score evaluation of the study
sample for the following skills (speaking, reading) according to the
educational qualification variable. While the results showed that, there
were statistically significant differences in the mean score of the study
sample regarding (listening and writing) in the favor of diploma holders
in listening, and in favor of the bachelor’s degree in the writing.

The results revealed to us that there were no statistically significant

differences at (o> 0.05) between the mean score of the individuals'
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evaluation regarding in (listening - speaking - reading) according to the

variable of experience. While it was observed that there were
statistically significant differences at (6¢>0.05) between the mean score
of the teachers' evaluation in the writing skills, between individuals with
experience (1-5 years) and (6-10 years) and for the favor of the first
category, as well as revealed differences between respondents with
experience (6-10 years) and (more than 16 years) for the favor of the
second category.

In light of these results, the researcher came up with a set of conclusions,

recommendations and suggestions for further studies.
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