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Abstract :

Literary criticism is one of the main pillars of ancient Arabic culture, as it has
accompanied the development of Arabic poetry since its emergence and has grown
with the growing artistic and aesthetic awareness of the Arabs, so it was the tool
through which the texts were evaluated, judged, and made preference among them.
Among the sources that contributed to showing the impact of criticism on the
evaluation of literary texts is the book (Al-Anwar and the Merits of Poetry between
Imitation and Innovation) by Abu Al -Hassan Ali bin Muhammad Al -Shamshati.
This book is one of the literary works that combines the selection of poetry and its
evaluation, and it expresses a conscious critical position that balances the
preservation of tradition and the practice of innovation. Although this book is based
on the pattern of the selection, it involves an implicit critical vision that is manifested
in the way of choosing texts and in commenting on them and in the critical language
that Al -Shamshati uses when analysing poetry and preference among poets. Hence,
the title of this dissertation comes to tackle and to probe the concepts that have been

mentioned above.

The dissertation begins with an introduction followed by a preface entitled (Al-
Shamshati and his cognitive impact on Arab-Islamic culture), then the three chapters
that make up the dissertation. Chapter One studied (The Origins of Literary Criticism
and Its Terminology in the Book (Al-Anwar and the Merits of Poetry between
Imitation and Innovation). It involved four topics: the first dealt with (the critical
term), the second dealt with (the critical judgments), the third dealt with (the critical
witness), and the fourth dealt with (the critical references). Chapter Two studied
(The Literary Content of the Book Al-Anwar and the Merits of Poetry between
Imitation and Innovation). It involved four topics; the first studied (the poetry of

flirting and its methods), the second studied (the praise and satire and their methods),



the third studied (the pride and lamentation and their methods), and the fourth
studied (the description and its methods).

Chapter Three appertained (The Artistic Form of the Book Al-Anwar and the
Merits of Poetry between Imitation and Innovation). It involved four topics; the first
appertained (the composition of utterance), the second appertained (the poetic
sentence), the third appertained (the artistic image), and the fourth appertained (the
external music and templates of stanzas and poems). Finally, this dissertation ended
with a conclusion that included the results obtained by this study, then a list of

sources and references that were relied upon in this study.
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