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Abstract

This study aims to recognize the benchmarks of children's literature that

should be taken into account in prose materials for primary school readers and
establish the degree to which these standards are adhered to.
The research sample was none other than the entire populace of prose texts in
the primary level reading books a collection of all. For the second grade, there
were a total of (9) texts; for the third grade (15) texts; fourth grade (21) texts;
fifth grade (16) texts; and sixth grade (17) texts. The grand sum of both
population and sample amounted to (78) prose texts: a conglomerate from
various grades and curriculums.

The methodology adopted by the researcher was descriptive based on
content analysis, one of the study types falling under the descriptive method.
The researcher took the theme as a unit of analysis and frequency as a unit of
count, and designed a form that could document the outcome of the analysis.
The analyst developed an evaluation instrument — an analysis card — to meet
the research objectives based on children's literature standards. This tool
encompassed a total of 62 criteria under three main areas: linguistic,
educational, and aesthetic. In order to validate this tool, the initial version was
shared with a panel of experts hailing from curriculum studies, teaching
methodology, and even Arabic language and literature domains. Their task was
to ensure that the tool was fit for its intended purpose. Taking into
consideration all expert opinions received from judges across various
specialized areas — upon completion of modifications — the final tool now
comprised an expanded scope covering four dimensions: linguistic,
educational, aesthetic, and value considerations for primary prose analysis.
This totaled 45 criteria specifically designed to suit the evaluation needs within
the context of elementary reading materials.

To ensure that the tool was indeed reliable, the researcher conducted a re—
analysis of eight random prose texts (which made up 10% of the sample) after

three weeks. Another analyst was brought on board to independently carry out




an analysis on the same sample following the prescribed steps and rules.
Upon evaluation of the outcomes, it was found that the coefficient showing
agreement for the researcher with herself over time stood at 80%, while that
between the researcher and her peer analyst was at 70%. Test reliability was
measured using the Cooper equation; frequencies were calculated in
percentages; Chi—square helped in determining judges' agreement percentage
on tool items, and finally weighted mean with percentage weight were used to
present results.

Upon scrutiny of the primary level reading materials, findings for the second
grade revealed that the linguistic domain standards were moderately met,
indicated by a weighted mean of 2.33 (71.0% weight). Similarly, the
educational field standards also showed a moderate compliance level with a
weighted mean of 2.23 (74.0% weight). Additionally, the aesthetic field
standards were moderately met as reflected by a weighted mean of 2.09

(70.()% weight), while the value field standards demonstrated similar results

with a weighted mean of 1.99 (66.0% weight). These are the results obtained

after analyzing reading books at primary stages; this is what was indicated for
the second grade.

The findings from grade three were that the linguistic field standards were
highly met with a weighted mean of (2.42), which is 81.0% of the total
weightage; similarly, the educational field standards are also highly met with a
weighted mean of (2.64) and 88.0% of the total weightage. On the other hand,
the aesthetic field standards fall in a moderate range as they are met with a
weighted mean of (2.26) accounting for 76.0% weight and similarly value field
standards fall under moderately met criteria having a weighted mean of (2.25)
making up 81.0% weightage.

The fourth grade results showed high compliance with linguistic field
standards, as indicated by a weighted mean of (2.45) which makes up
(81.0)% of the total weightage. Similarly, educational field standards were also

highly met with a weighted mean of (2.41) accounting for (81.0)% weightage.
C




On the other hand, aesthetic field standards only achieved moderate
compliance with a weighted mean of (2.27) and contribution of (76.0)%
weightage. However value field standards were highly met with a weighted
mean of (2.35) representing (78.0)% percentage weightage so this is yet
another area that is considered compliant among others that have shown less
compliance as above indicated for consideration in intervention programs or
further study purposes where needed to enhance quality delivery.

In fifth grade, the results showed that the linguistic field standards were met
with high levels at a weighted mean of (2.52) which represents an 84.0%
weightage. The After completing the analysis of the reading book for the
primary stages, the results of the second primary grade indicated that the
criteria of the linguistic domain are moderately available with a weighted mean
(2.33) and a percentage weight (71.0), while the criteria of the educational

domain are moderately available with a weighted mean (2.23) and a weighted

mean (2. 23) and a weighted mean of (74.0), the standards of the artistic and

aesthetic domain were moderately available with a weighted mean of (2.09)
and a weighted mean of (0.70), and the standards of the value domain were
moderately available with a weighted mean of (1.99) and a weighted mean of

(0-66)-

The results of the third primary grade indicated that the criteria of the
linguistic domain are highly available with a weighted mean (2.42) and a
weighted mean (0.81), the criteria of the educational domain are highly
available with a weighted mean (2.64) and a weighted mean (0.88), the
criteria of the artistic and aesthetic domain are moderately available with a
weighted mean (2.26) and a weighted mean (0.76), and the criteria of the
value domain are moderately available with a weighted mean (2.25) and a

weighted mean (0.81).
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