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Abstract

Abstract

Mankind has encountered a pivotal juncture in its history because of the
widespread COVID-19 pandemic that has evolved into a global crisis. The
repercussions of this pandemic have extended across numerous countries, causing
a massive number of human losses in the form of great numbers of deaths, and
substantial economic setbacks that affected the international community as a whole.
The seriousness of the pandemic belongs to the fact that it represents a threat to
the global healthcare system, causing disruptions even in the most advanced
countries. Adding to the complexity is the absence of an effective treatment for this
newly discovered virus, not to mention the procedures for dealing with it. Those
procedures included the measures of quarantine and social distancing that were
recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO), and which occasionally
included total isolation either in hospitals or in the quarantine centers that are
already prepared for such conditions. The previously mentioned health
recommendations led countries to take precautious measures that brought the public
life sphere to a standstill, disturbing various governmental and public facilities.
Among these essential facilities are the facilities of legislation and justice, which
represent the backbone of our issue in this research. The pandemic has affected
the commencement of penal complaints and postponing them, caused extensions

and delays in the schedule of legally allocated appeals, impacted the exceptional

A



precautions on prisoners in penal facilities, and the possibility of implementing

electronic technologies.

Consequently, our study unearthed several consequential findings. Foremost
among them was that the pandemic has led to the release of thousands of convicts
and detainees from their prisons. Furthermore, the legal framework did not adopt
progressive measures such as electronic tagging, continuing to rely on outdated
statutes, even amidst the pandemic. The study ended with a recommendation to the
Iraqi legislative authorities to apply alternative sanctions (such as electronic tagging
and community service) during the widespread COVID-19 pandemic. Moreover, we
emphasize the necessity to amend the Iraqgi Criminal Procedure Code 23 of 1971 in
such a way that allows the utilization of electronic technologies, in addition to the
necessity to organize training workshops to educate all legal professionals on the
effective usage of these technologies, and the transition from the conventional

system to an electronic system.
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