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Nuri al-Said believed that the Arab states would not be able
to defend themselves alone, emphasizing the need to seek help from
Western powers, based on his view that a Soviet attack on the
region was inevitable. The Egyptian government, however, adopted
a different position, calling for Arabs to rely on their own
capabilities to protect their countries. It rejected the idea of relying
on major powers, considering such alliances a new form of
hegemony and colonialism. These divergent visions led to a sharp
conflict between the Iragi and Egyptian governments, as each side
sought to weaken the other after the signing of the Baghdad Pact.
Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser launched a widespread
media campaign against Iragi Prime Minister Nuri al-Said. Egyptian
media outlets, including radio and newspapers, began urging the
Iraqi people to reject the pact with Turkey and Nuri al-Said's
government. Conversely,  when  the Egyptian government
nationalized the Suez Canal in 1956, Nuri al-Said opposed the
decision, even calling on Britain to punish Nasser and overthrow his
government. In contrast to his government's position, the Iraqi
people supported the nationalization of the Suez Canal and called
for support for Egypt in the face of any aggression. This climate
encouraged a number of Iragi army officers to establish a secret
organization called the "Free Officers Organization," modeled after
the Free Officers Organization in Egypt, which led the 1952
revolution. The goal was to overthrow Nuri al-Said and end his
plans to link Iraqi politics to Western schemes, most notably the
Baghdad Pact. This goal was achieved through the July 14
Revolution of 1958, where the aforementioned organization
succeeded in ending the monarchy and declaring a republic under
the leadership of Abdul Karim Qasim, who in turn expelled Iraq

from the Baghdad Pact in 1959.
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After World War Il ended in 1945, the Allies quickly
fractured into two opposing factions due to the unresolved
Berlin Crisis, leading to the onset of the Cold War. This new
global conflict spurred the establishment of military and
political alliances, a strategy Western nations leveraged to
form the Baghdad Alliance in the Middle East. The primary
objective for Dboth American and British powers was to
encircle the Soviet Union, effectively linking the North
Atlantic  Treaty  Organization (NATO), founded in 1949,
with the Manila Treaty Organization (SEATO), established
in 1954, To advance this goal, US Secretary of State John
Foster Dulles was sent to the Middle East in 1953 to explore
creating a Middle East Defense Organization composed of
countries  south of the Soviet Union. Ultimately, Iraq,
Turkey, and Iran were selected to form this bloc, whose
main purpose was to counter Soviet expansion southward, a
goal realized with the formal establishment of the Baghdad

Pact.

The Baghdad Pact, founded in 1955, marked a significant event
in the Middle East during the early Cold War, sparking widespread
regional controversy, especially concerning the stance of Arab
states. This thesis explores Egypt's position on the pact, aiming to
understand the various facets of this stance and its influence on
Egyptian and Arab politics. Formed by Irag and Turkey and later
joined by Britain, Pakistan, and Iran—with the United States
playing only a partial role in its committees—the Baghdad Pact
elicited strong reactions from Egypt. The Egyptian government
initiated an extensive media campaign against both the pact and
Iragi Prime Minister Nuri al-Said, arguing that Irag's alignment with
Western alliances violated the Arab Collective Security Treaty, an
offshoot of the Arab League. This Egyptian stance led to a
significant decline in bilateral relations between Irag and Egypt, a
situation that persisted until Irag's eventual withdrawal from the

alliance in 1959.
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