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Abstract
This study seeks to analyze the urban system in the governorate of Maysan and

reveal the amount of change in the sizes of urban centers by studying the
patterns of spatial, volumetric and functional distribution, as urban centerswere
arranged in descending order and distributed into volumetric groups, and then
the phenomenon of the main or dominant city emerged, which is the center of
the city of architecture With a high population concentration; Because it is the
center of the governorate and acquires most of the commercial, administrative
and service institutions, which made it attractive to different laborers at the
expense of other urban settlement centers, and this study adopted statistical and
guantitative methods in studying the pattern of spatial distribution, spatial
analysis tools and geographic information systems software, and the study
showed the relative development of the urban population From 1977 to 2018
and the accompanying developments and disturbances that led to the variation
in the distribution of the urban population in the governorate, and the results of
the neighborhood link analysis revealed the detection of spatial patterns of the
distribution of urban centers, which revealed that the urban system adopts an
irregular divergent pattern for all study periods. Applying some concepts that
explain the relationship between the ranks and size of those centers through the
use of indicators of urban dominance, the rank base - size, Jefferson's law, and
the urban balance index to reveal the size of the imbalance of the urban system
in the cities of the province through the application of urban balance, and the
arrangement of cities according to their centrality. The results of the study
showed a strong indication of the dominance of the city center of architecture
over the rest of the other urban centers In the governorate, it acts as a pole of
growth that attracts the population, which indicates its dominance and
prominence in most basic services, which has had negative repercussions
represented by the deepening of the gap between it and other urban centers,
economically, socially and in service, which resulted in a disruption in the
urban system network, which requires finding a solution and addressing This
problem is part of a future plan for developing urban centers, distributing
population and investments in a balanced manner to ensure the distribution of
economic, administrative and service activities and redistributing the population
in a balanced manner between those by following a number of planning methods
that contribute to finding a functional balance between urban centers through
the redistribution of investments. Then re-distribution of labor and population in
a balanced manner between urban centers.
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