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Abstract

The letter (harf) is the essence and elixir of words« from which the
words of the language emanate< forming a coherent linguistic creation
that is understood and recognized by its speakers. These words in our
language branch into three categories« the third of which is the focus and
objective of our study: the letter intended for meaning rather than
structure. This letter encapsulates« clarifies< and illustrates the intended
meaning with a specificity and precision that can only be achieved
through it. Thus« it has been said that it conveys meaning as it informs us
about a meaning that becomes apparent through its consistency with the

rest of its kind.

This is the nature of all parts of speech; they become complete when
incorporated into the context of sentences. Subsequently« the meanings
of these letters have multiplied and expanded according to the purposes
of their users. This diversity has impacted the interpretation of the
meanings of these letters¢ prompting grammarians to intensify their
efforts in explaining and understanding these letters and determining
their true meanings. Thereforec no grammatical work< ancient or
modern¢ is devoid of letters of meaning. They have even authored

specific treatises to explain their meanings and usages.

Based on these classifications« studies have explored the meanings

of letters in various texts« such as the Quranic text and poetic and prose

A




texts. Numerous theses and dissertations have been written on this
subjectc which we mentioned in the introduction and highlighted the
points of divergence and convergence between them. We have built this
study from the point of divergence« focusing on understanding the
meanings of letters in the sayings of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them):s
as they are considered a prolific source for the Arabic language. This
contributes to enriching the grammatical study that has overlooked the

importance of these sayings in supporting grammatical evidence.

Additionally:« it clarifies the legal ruling that arises from using one
letter instead of another and highlights the role of these letters in
completing the meanings of these sayings< without which the meaning
would be incomplete. In the context of enjoining good and forbidding
evilc the letters of meaning align with what most grammarians have
agreed upon¢ not deviating from it. This¢ therefore< serves as

reinforcement that strengthens and supports their evidence.

Moreover« we observed the dominance of some letters over others:
the infrequency of some« and the absence of many letters¢ which we
attributed to their differences and the subject matter of our research. The
body of the study and its conclusion attest to what has been summarized

here and provide details that were not mentioned.




