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(2) BNA, F.C.O 17/ 565, Israel /Syria Border, 15 February 1967, P:4.
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PRIORITY BT e
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A
CONFIDENTIAL N T T {
| | AT b -

TO PRIORITY FCO TELNC 545 OF STH DECEMBER 1977 INFO ROUTINE
CAIRO, AMMAN, BEIRUT, TEL AVIV, JEDDA, BAGHDAD, TRIPOLI, WASHINGTON,
UKI LS NEW YORK, 1MOSCOW, ALGIERS AND ADEM.

ARAB/1SRAEL: SYRIAN POSITION,

1. ASAD HAS EMERGED FROM THE TRIPOLI CONFERENCE BETTER (OR LESS
BADLY) THAN HE MIGHT HAVE EXPECTED. SUCH THIN ACCOUNTS AS | HAVE
HEARD HERE SUGGEST THAT HE MANCEUYRED CLEVERLY. BUT THERIE ARE STILL
UNANSWERED QUESTIONS,

2., GOING INTO THE REJECTIONISTS? LIONS’ DEN AT ALL WAS A DANGEROUS
GAMELE. AND ONE ADVERSE RESULT IS THAT THOUGH HE APPARENTLY REMAINS
VILLING TO GO TO GENEVA, THE PALESTINIANS REJECTION (AT TRIPOLI])

OF GEMNEVA WILL POSE HIM AN AWKWARD PROBLEM, *E PROBABLY CALCULATES
THAT BY THE TIME GENEVA HAPPENS, IF EVER, THINGS ¥WILL HAVE CHANGED
AND AMONG THEM THE PLO LINE., HE IS STILL IN THE CORNER | DESCRIBED
IN MY TELNO 525 (NOT TO ALL) EITHER THE OVERTHROW OF SADAT 2R A
RECONCILJATION WITH HIM WILL HAVE TO HAPPEN BEFORE -ASAD CAN MAKE
PROGRESS IN ANY DIRECTION. AMD HIS ASSOCIATION WITH THE ABSURDITIES
OF THE TRIPOLI RESOLUTIONS WILL INCREASE THE SCEPTICISH AMONG THE
SYRIAN PURLIC.

3. VANCE IS DUE HERE ON MONDAY. THE US EMBASSY TELL US THAT THE
SYRIANS MADE NO DIFFICULTY ABOUT RECEIVING HIM: INDEED

THEY SEEMED TO EXPECT IT TO RE TAKEN FOR GRANTED THAT THEY WOULD
AGREE. THE AMERICAMNS DESCRIEE VANCE’S VISIT AS ONE OF ASSESSMENT.

HPE WILL NOT BE TRYING TO PERSUADE SYRIA TO ATTEND THE CAIRO
CONFERENCEs IT IS TOO LATE FOR TiAT. HE WILL BE ASKING WHETHER THERE
ASE ANY POINTS THE SYR1ANS WANT HIM T2 TAKE UP IN CAIRO.

, Sl I A AL
CONEID ENTIRL .

BNA, F.C.O 93/1241, ARAB, ISRAEL: SYRIAN POSITION, 10 December
1977.
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UNCLASSIF 1ED
TO ROUTINE F G O TELNO 459 OF 13/10/77. c.vﬁ,‘"}/‘

INFO AMMAN, BEIRUT, CAIRO, TEL AZIV, WASHINGTON, UK MIS NEW YORK,
MOSCOY,

ARAB=ISRAELI DISPUTE: SYRIAN PRESS COMMENT.
1e THERE HAS BEEN CLEAR PRES3 C?ITICISM OF THE AMERICAN-ISRAELI
WORKING PAPER IN THE LAST TwO DAYS,

2. BA'TH OF 12 OCTORER WARNED AGAINST ’’THE DANGERS WHICH THE
WORKING PAPER REPRESENTS FOR THE ARAB CAUSE’? SIMILARLY, THAWRA
OF 13 OCTOBER ASSERTED THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE PAPER WAS TO
NEGATE THE AMERICAN-SOVIET DECLARATION AND TO CREATE FURTHER
OJSTACLES TO PEACE,

3. TISHRIN OF 12 OCTOBER MADE IT CLEAR THAT THERE COULD BE NO
GENEVA CONFERENCE NOR SERJOUS DISCUSSIONS WITHOUT THE PLO1 SYRIA
ADHERED STRONGLY TO THE RIGHT OF THE PLO TO REPRESENT THE

PALEST IN1ANS,

“a THERE ARE CONTINUING REFERENCES TO THE FAILIN3S OF UNNAMED
ARA3 COUNTRIES IN THE PEACE PROCESS: BA’TH OF 13 CCTOBER, FOR
INSTANCE, MENTIONED ??THE LACK'OF FIRMNESS ON THE PART CF CERTAIN
ARAB COUNTRIES?® WHICH HAD PROVIDED ISRAEL WITH SCORPE FCR
MAHOEUVRE,

CRAIG

PARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION ADDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION
HEUAD 1PD :
1D 01D ARIKB/ISRAZL DISPUTE
LID
\ED
CONS D

BNA, F.C.O 93/1241, ARAB ISRAEL DISPUTE, SYRIAN PRESS
COMMENT, 17 October 1977.
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BNA, F.C.O 93/1241, Sadat/ Begin, SYRIAN PRESS COMMENT, 30
December 1977.
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UNCLASSIFIED
TO ROUTINE F C O TELNO 495 OF 31/3/77.

INFO UKMIS NEW YORK, CAIRO, BEIRUT, JEDDA, AMMAN, TEL AVI1Y,
WASHINGTON,

ASAD’S INTERVIEW WITH NEW YORK TIMES,
1., YESTERDAY’S PRESS CARRIED THE TEXT OF ASAD’S INTERVIEW WITH
JOHN OAKES OF *THE NEW YORK TIMES®’. THE INTERVIEW TOOK PLACE ON
26 AUGUST AND APPARENTLY LASTED 4 HOURS.

2. THE MAIN POINTS ARE SUMMARISED BELOWi-

(A) UNLESS THERE WAS PEACE THERE COULD BE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT WAR

(B) AMERICAN INFLUENCE WAS BEING USED FOR THE BENEFIT OF ISRAEL.
THE SYRIANS DIDNT ASK THAT CARTER SHOULD PUT PRESSURE ON-
ISRAEL, MERELY THAT THE US SHOULD NOT CONTINUE TO PUT
INCREASING PRESSURE ON THE ARABS BY GIVING ISRAZL ECONOMIC
AND MILITARY HELP,

(C) SYRIA’S ATTITUDE CONTINUED TO BE BASED ON THE IMPLEMENT=
ATION OF THE UN RESOLUTIONS, ESPECIALLY RESOLUTION 333,
WHICH WAS IN TURN BASED ON 2 PRINCIPLES (NEXT WORD UNDER-

LINED) VIZ THE WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAEL FROM THE OCCUPIED
TERRITORIES AND APPROVAL OF THE RIGHTS OF ‘THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE.

(D) THE ROAD TO PEACE WAS VERY THORNY AND IT WAS DIFFICULT FOR

~ ASAD TO SEE ’’A GLEAM OF LIGHT’’. EVEN IF GENEVA WERE
RECONVENED THE SYRIANS WOULD NOT BE OVER-ENTHUSIASTIC OR
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE OUTCOME.

(E) ASAD DISCUSSED THE QUALITY OF PEACE, BUT NOTHING NEW
EMERGED.

(F) SYRIA HAD NOT PUT ANY PRESSURE ON THE PLO TO ACCEPT YK
RESOLUTION 242. THERE WAS NOTHING TO INDICATE THAT EVEN [U
IF THE PLO DID ACCEPT THAT RESOLUTION THE WAY WOULD THZM BECI

- A

/ OPEN FOR PLO

BNA, F.C.O 93/1241, Asad’s, SYRIAN PRESS COMMENT, 30 December
1977.
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RECEIVED IN
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M DAMASCUS 2797322

CONFIDENTIAL . N .
e (376 | |

TO IMMEDIATE F C O TELNO 241 OF 27/5/77.

JHFO CAIRO, AMMAN, BEIRUT, TEL AVIV, JERUSALEM,
FOR TOMKYS, NENAD, YOUR TELNO 352 TO CAIRO : BRIEFING,

ARAB/ISRAEL
1. FOLLOWING 1S SITREP ON SYRIA:

O, GENERAL ATTITUDE: SYRIA WANTS A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT WITH

ISRAEL, IF ONLY TO RELIEVE THE PRESSURE ONM HER TROURLED ECONOMY,.
BUT THI1S PRESSURE 13 NOT YET SO ACUTE OR SO CHRONIC THAT SHE IS
PREPARED TO COMPROMISE OH HER BASIC AlMS OF WITHDRAVAL FEOM ALL
TERLITARIES OCCURIED It 1967, THE RECOCNITION OF THE RIGHTS OF
ot

HE PALESTINIANS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PALESTIHIAN STATE

{ THE WeST BANK. SHE WILL NOT GIVE UP AN INCH OF GO1AH,

VA COMFERENCE: SYRJA IS WILLING TO ATTEND A PROPERLY

N GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE, SHE WOULD PREFER A SINGLE

Gid, DBUT WILL ACCEPT SEPARATE DELECGATIC»<. SHE WILL
THE PLO ARE NOT INVITED, BUT ALMOST CERYAINLY WiLL
=N IMVITED, RZFUSE TO cO.

b S »

ARADR BELEGAT
HOT ATTEND |

D IF THE PLO, HAVING

ATTEN

C. QUALITY OF PEACE: SYRIA DOES NOT WANT TO GIVE ANYTHING MORE
THAN A1l END TO BELLIGEREHCE, IT IS COGNCEIVABLE THAT SHE CQULD
BE PERSUADED TO ADD IN A FEW SMALL THIHNGS BUT EOT REPEAT HOT

THE #AJOR CONCESSiONS WHICH ISRAEL WAHTS (TRADE, IIPLOMATIC

RELATIONS ETC).

D. SZCURITY GUARANTEES: SYRIA WOULD ACCERT MARROW NMZ°*S ON CGOLAN
{ICH YERE EQUAL ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BOf 1. ASAD WAS ADAIANT

CONF |CENRT 1AL JTH

BNA, F.C.0 93/1241, Asad’s/ ISRAEL, 27 May 1977.
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Abstract

The establishment of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in 1964
had a clear impact throughout the country Arabic marked the beginning of the
creation of a Palestinian state and officially marked the beginning of armed
struggle.

The establishment of the organization was an important turning point in the
history of the Palestinian cause, as Palestine has become a political organization
recognized in international organizations, especially the United Nations and the
League of Arabic States, which legitimized the legality of its existence, and its
imperative as the sole legitimate representative inside and outside Palestine, and
the countries provided Arabic support and direct support at the financial,
military and intellectual levels, which increases directly or decreases inversely
with a special position for each of the countries of the League of Arabic States
and its relationship with the organization.

The establishment of the Palestine Liberation Organization was the result
of the holding of the first Arab-Palestinian conference in Jerusalem after the
decision of the Arabic Summit in Cairo in 1964 to represent the Palestinians in
international forums, and on this basis, the organization received the attention of
the Arabic countries, which provided it with support, assistance, economic and
military assistance to help in the emergence of an undistorted embryo to take its
role in leading the armed struggle, and the official Arabic positions varied
towards the establishment of the Palestine Liberation Organization, and the
aforementioned support was not at one level of support and assistance, but rather
The positions of each Arab country differed according to its foreign policy, so
the study tagged (Syria's position on the establishment of the Palestine

Liberation Organization and its activity until 1979) came to clarify and clarify
the position of Syria towards the organization during the research period that
came between 1964 — 1979.

The choice of the subject of this study is due to many different reasons,
perhaps the most prominent of which is the summary of the Syrian position on
the organization, especially since it sometimes differed significantly from the
positions of other Arabic countries, and despite the existence of preliminary
studies dealing with all Arabic positions of the organization, but at the same time
it lacked the existence of an academic study that indicates, and clearly clarifies

the Syrian position on the PLO.
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As for the choice of the duration of the study, it was selected according to
specific dates, as it represented the year 1964, the year that witnessed the birth
of the Palestine Liberation Organization from the womb of Palestinian suffering,
which carried the banner of the real beginning of the formation of a Palestinian
state and marked the beginning of the armed struggle, especially after it was
recognized by number of countries as the sole legitimate representative of the
State of Palestine, 1979 marked the year in which the Egypt and Israel signed
the so-called Egyptian-Isracli peace treaty, which was rejected by the
organization, which was a turning point in Egyptian-Israeli relations.

According to what we mentioned above, the study was divided into an
introduction and a preamble, followed by three chapters, followed by a
conclusion that included the most important conclusions reached by the
researcher. The preamble came to illustrate the development of Syrian-
Palestinian relations before the establishment of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), from the declaration of the partition decision in 1947, to
the circumstances that necessitated their emergence. The first chapter dealt with
the Syria position on the Palestine Liberation Organization, and included three
topics, the first focused on the Syrian position on the establishment of the
Palestine Liberation Organization and the support provided by Syria, as well as
the organization of the structure of the organization through the establishment of
a branch in Arabic countries, and a Syria share of armed movements was the
emergence of military organizations, which ensured them in terms of training
and armament.

The second section took on the obstacle statement of the formation of
military units represented by the Palestine Liberation Army to be the main
supporter of the organization, and the position of Syria of that through the
establishment of the SAIQA Organization, and help open centers for training
fedayeen in Syria, and explained the third section of the organization's budget by
providing financial support as well as Syrian moral to the nascent organization.
The second chapter (Syria's position on the Palestine Liberation Organization in
its dispute with some Arabic countries) reviewed the Syrian position on the
differences of the Palestine Liberation Organization with some Arabic countries
supporting it, and came with four sections, the first discussed the Jordanian-
Palestinian differences and the position of Syria them between 1965 and 1971.
The second section contained the progress of Palestinian-Lebanese relations and
the differences that were the hallmark of relations between them and the Syrian
position, which reached the point of military intervention in Lebanon between

(o
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1965 - 1977, and the share of the third section was a statement of the Palestinian
dispute with Egypt because of the intersection of orientations and interests
according to the events experienced by those relations. The chapter carried with
it the differences between the Organization and Iraq and the Syria's position on
it.

The third chapter, tagged with "Syria's position on the relations of the
Palestine Liberation Organization and its international relations" came with
three sections, the first section concerned with the relationship of the PLO with
the United States of America and the Syrian position thereof, as well as the
relationship with both the European Union and the Soviet Union. The second
section was devoted to international resolutions and drafts that did not find a
solution to the Palestinian issue, including Security Council resolutions Nos. 242
and 338, in addition to the Rogers project in 1970 and the Egyptian-Israeli peace
treaty in 1979. The third section discussed the international conferences that
specialized in the Palestinian cause, including, but not limited to, the Geneva
conferences of 1972 and 1977.

Considering the breadth of the study topic and the large number of
ramifications, the researcher relied on a very wide range of sources to surround
the subject and because it is a historical study, it was necessary to rely on
unpublished documents that represent the backbone of the sources, as there is no
historical writing without documents by reviewing the information contained
therein, including the relevant Iraqi documents preserved in the Iraqi National
Library and Archives .

In addition to the unpublished British archive documents related to the
subject of the study, which included important information , which reinforced
the information it contained, which was the best help as it highlighted the most
prominent developments of events during the research stages , including the
documents of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) for many years
between 1964-1977.

The published documents had a share of the study, including those
published on the website of Foreign Relations of United States, Known as
F.R.U.S., as well as the Palestinian-Arab documents for the years 1965-1979,
which included important information from the various chapters of the study, as

(o
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well as the file of the Arab world issued by the Arab Documentation House,
which contained detailed information on the Syrian position.

The study concluded that Syria was the first supporter of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, by virtue of the fact that Palestine was part of Syria and
had the leadership in supporting and supporting any popular movement or
revolution after the issuance of the partition decision in 1947, and Syria stood by
the PLO in international forums represented in its rejection of international
resolutions and settlement projects that were not in the interest of the PLO,
including resolutions 242 and 338, as well as the Rogers project, which was put
forward in 1970.



