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Abstract

Migration is an ancient geographical and human phenomenon that has
accompanied humankind since its inception. However, in recent decades, it
has witnessed significant developments, especially in the African continent,
which has become one of the most prominent areas of population
displacement in the world. lllegal migration is one of the most dangerous
forms of this phenomenon due to its humanitarian, security, and economic
repercussions for both the countries of origin and recipient countries,
particularly European countries. In light of the significant disparity in living
standards and the deteriorating economic and political conditions in many
African countries, migration has become an inevitable choice for many
individuals in search of better opportunities. This study seeks to understand
the phenomenon of illegal migration in Africa from an analytical geographical
perspective by highlighting its natural and human characteristics, with a
focus on its direct and indirect impacts on European countries. The study
also aims to explore the means and methods used in illegal migration and
possible mechanisms to reduce it through a realistic reading of European
and African policies. This study addresses the geographical analysis of the
migration phenomenon in the African continent and its repercussions on
European countries, in light of the natural and human characteristics that
influence population movement. The study comprises four main chapters.
The first chapter examines the natural and human geographical
characteristics of the African continent, as essential elements for
understanding the general context from which population movement arises.
The second chapter sheds light on migration in all its forms, particularly

illegal migration. It focuses on the causes and motivations of illegal migration
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from Africa to Europe, and its most prominent political, economic, social, and
psychological drivers. It also highlights its repercussions for the countries of
origin and destination, both positive and negative. The third chapter reviews
the routes and outlets taken by migrants within and outside Africa, the routes
used for transit, and the means adopted to carry out these risky journeys,
which reflect the extent of organization and planning led by smuggling
networks. The fourth chapter addresses international efforts, particularly
European ones, to combat the phenomenon, along with the solutions
proposed within Africa itself. The study concludes that illegal migration
represents a complex geographical challenge linked to a number of
economic, political, and environmental factors, which requires a
comprehensive approach that takes into account the true roots of the

problem while enhancing cooperation between African and European

countries to mitigate the exacerbation of this phenomenon.
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