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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the Impact of Wilen —
Phillips Strategy on the Acquisition of Historical Concepts and
Thinking Skills by Literary Fifth Grade Students.

To achieve the aim of the study, two null hypotheses have
been postulated:

1. There is no statistically significant difference at level (0.05)
between the means of the achievement scores of the students
of the experimental group who have been taught by Wilen —
Phillips Strategy and those of the control group who have
been taught by the traditional method in the post-test of the

acquisition of historical concepts.

2. There is no statistically significant difference at level (0.05)
between the means of the achievement scores of the students
of the experimental group who have been taught by Wilen —
Phillips Strategy and those of the control group who have
been taught by the traditional method in the post-test of the

historical thinking skills.

To achieve the aim of the study, the researcher conducted
a pretest-posttest experiment. Sixty fifth-grade secondary
school students were assigned to two groups (experimental and

control groups). Thirty students are in each group. The groups



were statistically equalized in a number of variables such as
previous achievement in history, Raven's 1Q test, previous
knowledge of history and age calculated in months.

The researcher has taught both the groups. The
experimental group was taught Wilen — Phillips strategy while
the control group was taught by the traditional method. The
syllabi have included the three final chapters of the
Contemporary and Modern History of Europe and America
textbook. The duration of the experiment covered the second
semester of the academic year 2018 — 2019 .

The researcher has constructed two tests to collect data.
The first is the test of historical concepts composed of 24
multiple-choice items . The second is the test of historical
thinking skills composed of 20 multiple-choice items. Both tests
have been checked in terms of validity, reliability (by K-R20
and Alpha Cronbach), difficulty and discrimination level of
items and effectiveness of alternatives.

A number of statistical tools have been used to analyse the
collected data. They include SPSS software, Excel and T-test
formula for two independent equal samples.

The results of the study have revealed that:

1. There is statistically significant difference at level (0.05)
between the means of the achievement scores of the students
of the experimental group who have been taught by Wilen —

Phillips Strategy and those of the control group who have



been taught by the traditional method in the post-test of the
acquisition of historical concepts. It is in favour of the
experimental group.

2. There is statistically significant difference at level (0.05)
between the means of the achievement scores of the students
of the experimental group who have been taught by Wilen —
Phillips Strategy and those of the control group who have
been taught by the traditional method in the post-test of the
historical thinking skills. It is in favour of the experimental
group.

Due to the results obtained from this study, the researcher
has come up with the conclusion that Wilen — Phillips strategy
has been very effective strategy and contributed to higher
achievement in acquiring historical concepts and thinking skills.

In the conclusion of this study, the researcher has
recommended the holding of training courses based on modern

teaching strategies such as Wilen — Phillips strategy.
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