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Conclusion

This study explores the depths of Islamic movements in Central
Asia during the 1990s, a pivotal period marked by the dissolution
of the Soviet Union and the emergence of new nation-states that
faced the challenges of state-building, identity formation, and
the restructuring of internal and external relations. The thesis
demonstrates that Islamic movements were not new or
imported in the direct sense, but rather have deep historical
roots dating back centuries. Islam has been an integral part of
the identity of the peoples of this region since the introduction
of the Islamic religion in the eighth century AD. Despite Soviet
repression throughout the twentieth century, local communities
maintained their adherence to Islam as a cultural and spiritual
reference, albeit within narrow and besieged limits.

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, these movements re-
emerged in the shadow of a political and security vacuum, amid
stifling economic challenges and weak state structures. They
found an opportunity to expand and operate, also driven by
direct and indirect external support from regional and
international parties. These movements varied in their structure
and objectives. Some engaged in overt political activity, such as
the Islamic Renaissance Movement in Tajikistan; others engaged
in armed action, such as the Islamic Movement in Uzbekistan;
and others adopted an intellectual advocacy approach that
transcended political boundaries, such as the Islamic Liberation
Party (Hizb ut-Tahrir). The events also revealed how these
movements played a dual role: on the one hand, they
represented an expression of people's longing for identity and
religion after decades of exclusion; on the other, they became, in
some contexts, a threat to political stability, prompting

A



authorities to confront them through security and legal means,
and sometimes through international alliances.

The study also demonstrated the extent to which the regional
environment influenced these movements, through the support
provided by countries such as Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan, or
through the region's transformation into an arena for influence
between Russia, the United States, and transnational Islamist
forces. The events of September 11, 2001, demonstrated that
Islamic movements in Central Asia were no longer merely an
internal or regional issue, but rather had become a core issue of
international security, completely reshaping security policies and
geopolitical positions in the region.

One important point to note is that the Asian countries newly
independent from the Soviet Union were not isolated from the
international tensions at the time between Russia, China, and
the United States. These countries attempted to attract the
newly independent Asian countries to their side to exploit their
natural resources and expand their influence in the region.

Conclusions

First, Islamic movements in Central Asia emerged in a complex
local context, in which the rich Islamic heritage was intertwined
with the reality of Soviet marginalization and oppression, making
their return after independence a natural and expected event.

Second, deteriorating economic  conditions, poverty,
unemployment, and administrative corruption were among the
most important internal factors that provided a nurturing
environment for the activity of Islamic movements, especially



among the youth. Third, the positions of Central Asian
governments toward Islamist movements varied. Some
attempted to integrate them into the political process, as
occurred partially in Tajikistan, while others opted for repressive
confrontation, as in Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan.

Fourth, external support, whether from neighboring countries,
Islamic organizations, or global jihadist groups, significantly
contributed to the revitalization of some Islamist movements
and increased the complexity of dealing with them internally.

Fifth, the events of September 11, 2001, represented a pivotal
turning point in the Central Asian countries' approach to Islamist
movements. They began to adopt a counterterrorism discourse
as a means to strengthen security and as a justification for
cooperation with international powers such as the United States
and Russia.

Sixth, despite the great diversity of these movements in terms of
their goals and organizational frameworks, most remained within
a sphere of limited influence and, until 2001, had not succeeded
in establishing alternative models of governance. However, they
did succeed in influencing the political and religious awareness of
broad masses.

Seventh: Islamic movements in Central Asia can only be
understood by linking political, economic, cultural, and religious
aspects, as well as the surrounding geopolitical influences. This
makes it a complex subject that calls for in-depth future study.
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