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Abstract

The internal security forces (Ministry of Interior) primarily rely on the
human element, specifically the police officer. The police force is entrusted
with a set of tasks assigned to this element in order to achieve the goals pursued
by the organization, ensuring the continued and consistent operation of the
facility. Although the police officer holds the status of a public employee, and
as such, is generally subject to the public service legal system, governed by the
Civil Service Law, and is subject to the Unified Retirement Law No. (9) of
2014 upon retirement, the legislator has established a specialized retirement
law for police officers. This is the Internal Security Forces Service and
Retirement Law No. (18) of 2011, as amended.

Due to the nature of his work, he is subject to a specific legal system, as his
responsibilities involve executing tasks to maintain internal security and
reinforce public order. His role differs from other authorities due to the direct
interaction with individuals and their circumstances. Consequently, the role of
a law enforcement officer significantly contrasts with that of a civilian job. In
order to provide a comprehensive overview of how...

The retirement of a police officer, whether in Iraq or in the countries of
comparison, has been the focus of our study, which utilized both analytical and
comparative methodologies. We specifically referenced the legislative
frameworks in Egypt and Jordan to benefit from their scientific experiences.
This approach ensures that the study fulfills its objectives in addressing the
issue of police officers being retired before reaching the legal retirement age
and against their will.

At the beginning of the study, we defined the concept of police officer
retirement, addressing its philosophical and legal foundations. We also
discussed the nature of the decision to retire a police officer, distinguishing it
from other similar cases, such as resignation, dismissal, or removal,
highlighting the similarities and differences between them. Additionally, we
outlined the various cases of police officer retirement, including compulsory
retirement cases, which can either be natural—such as reaching the legal age,
health unfitness, or death—or as a result of disciplinary actions due to the
commission of criminal offenses or dishonorable crimes, through associated

legal penalties.
[
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Moreover, we elaborated on discretionary retirement cases, which include
voluntary retirement options, such as requests for retirement or resignation, and
involuntary options, such as incompetence or failure to adhere to the
established service rules and standards. Finally, we pointed out the existence of
both administrative and judicial oversight to protect police officers from
potential abuse or misuse of power by the administration in exercising its
authority.

Finally, the study presented a series of findings and recommendations, the
most significant of which is that the decision to retire a police officer is both a
reward and a punishment. In the first case, the Ministry of Interior encourages
police officers to retire or be promoted before reaching the legal retirement age
in exchange for benefits and incentives, In the second case, retiring a police
officer before reaching the legal age is considered a punitive action if the officer
has committed a violation, such as failing to adhere to the service rules or
lacking competence. This action is deemed a penalty because it deprives the
officer of the opportunity to reach the final rank in the career ladder if they
continue to work until the legal retirement age against their will.

This process differs from the retirement of a civilian employee, as the
Unified Retirement Law does not allow for the retirement of a civilian
employee before reaching the legal age and against their will, except in cases
where the medical committee determines that the individual is unfit for service.

We urge the Iraqi legislator, in cases of discretionary retirement of a police
officer at the discretion of the administration and in the interest of public
welfare, particularly when the officer has committed a violation such as failing
to adhere to service rules or lacking competence, to take into account the
officer’s professional record when determining the appropriateness of the
imposed penalty. This is especially important for younger police officers, as
they are in the early stages of their careers, or when the violation of their duties
Is considered a serious and intentional breach.
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