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Abstract 

Health and wealth in English and Arabic proverbs are often utilized to perform 

different functions in social life. They can be handled to advise people to follow 

certain regulations or prevent them from doing actions associated with health or 

wealth issues.  Then, they must be delivered to predict the advisory speech acts of 

advice and warning. Yet, they pragmatically behave distinctively and syntactically 

realized in both languages. Thus, this study aims to conduct a pragmalinguistic 

analysis of the advisory speech acts of advice and warning in English and Arabic 

proverbs, determining their pragmatic behavior and linguistic realization. 

 

      The study hypothesizes that these advisory speech acts in both languages are 

enunciated in the interest and cost of the hearer rather than the speaker of the 

proverb. Further, they are expressed indirectly through the use of declarative and 

imperative sentences, involving three types of sentences: simple, compound and 

complex. A model based on Searle’s (1969, 1979) and Bach and Harnish’s (1979) 

treatments of speech acts is adopted to analyze ninety-six proverbs of English and 

Arabic health and wealth proverbs. These proverbs are taken from specialized 

dictionaries and references (e.g. English Proverbs Explained and The Oxford 

Dictionary of Proverbs in English, مجمع الَّمثالand  جمهرة الَّمثال in Arabic) . 

      The study concludes that both speech acts in these proverbs are often employed 

to serve various functions concerned with people's behaviors, opinions, practices, 

perspectives and forms of life related to health and wealth issues.  They are often 

indirectly enunciated and realized through the employment of imperative and 

declarative sentences, utilizing the three types of sentences: simple, compound and 

complex. 
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