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Abstract

The researcher studied an era in the history of Islamic Morocco, and the title
was (The Policy of Moderation in the History of the Aghlabid State)

The policy of moderation in its general perspective is a policy that is far-
reaching in its decisions and moderate in its historical content, far from disputes
and conflicts. Rather, it is a policy of leniency, tolerance, cooperation and
compassion. The concept of moderation has historical roots extending back to
the era of the Messenger (may God bless him and his family and grant them
peace), who strove hard to achieve coexistence and brotherhood between
Muslims and others. The goal was to strengthen the social and economic ties
between Muslims and cohesion among them. As for his dealings with non-
Muslims, he concluded treaties and documents with Jews and Christians, which
guaranteed them security, religious freedom and protection of their money. He
engaged in dialogue with the People of the Book in the best manner and
discussed beliefs with them in a calm manner without coercion or compulsion.
After the death of the Messenger (may God bless him and his family and grant
them peace), a new phase began known as the Rightly-Guided Caliphate. Most
of the decisions and measures taken during the first phase were not moderate
decisions, but rather force and cruelty were used in them without resorting to
peaceful solutions. However, in the late stages of this phase, specifically during
the eras of Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (peace be upon him) and Imam Hassan bin
Ali (peace be upon him), This stage became more moderate and fair, unlike the
first periods of the Caliphate. As for the Islamic Caliphate during the Umayyad
era, most of the policies and decisions taken by the Umayyads were outside the
Islamic principles and values recommended by God and His Messenger. Their
era witnessed many practices characterized by tyranny, oppression and
brutality, whether towards enemies or opponents of their policies. However,
there are some positions and policies that can be considered relatively
“moderate” compared to other practices prevalent at that time. As for the
Islamic Caliphate during the Abbasid era, it was no less important than what
the Umayyads did before them. Their Caliphate is considered a caliphate of
tyranny and injustice, which departed far from most of its principles and
foundations in the policy of moderation. However, this does not prevent the
absence of some moderate positions witnessed by that state, especially during
the era of some Abbasid caliphs, who sought to establish moderate standards
and foundations.
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Before going into the details of the establishment of the Aghlabid state, it is
necessary to mention the political events that were not moderate, which
preceded the establishment of the Aghlabid state. The African region witnessed
a period of chaos and political unrest during the rule of the first Abbasid caliphs,
and this was due to the Abbasid state being preoccupied with the matters and
problems it was suffering from in the Arab East. Therefore, the Abbasid
Caliphate used to send rulers (governors) to those regions in an attempt to
subdue those unrest, but most of the governors that the Caliphate sent were not
up to the required responsibility, and they treated the people badly, far from the
policy of leniency and tolerance. This prompted the local tribes to stand up to
these governors and demand their exit from their lands. These unstable political
conditions in the region paved the way for the emergence of a seasoned political
figure represented by Ibrahim bin al-Aghlab as a local force capable of
restoring stability and security in the region. A new phase began in Africa,
which is the establishment of the Aghlabid state, and its true founder is lbrahim
bin al-Aghlab. It is an independent hereditary state that gained its legitimacy
from the Abbasid Caliphate. Ibrahim bin al-Aghlab worked from the beginning.
To establish principles and foundations that guarantee a decent life for the
African individual, in all aspects, whether political, social, economic or
religious, and he moved far away from the footsteps of the governors who
preceded him in his rule, and Africa, during the Aghlabid era, came to enjoy a
high status in all its Aspects.

As for the internal policy during the Aghlabid era: The internal policy of the
Aghlabid state was directed towards two main paths. The first path: The
Aghlabids tried to deal with matters with balance and moderation, and sought
to avoid fighting and conflict with some of the revolutionaries who aimed to
destabilize the security and stability of the state. The second path: Despite the
desire of the Aghlabid princes to find peaceful solutions with the
revolutionaries without using force, the revolutionaries were determined to
fight against the state, which forced the state to confront them and try to deter
them to remove their danger.

As for foreign policy during the Aghlabid era: Despite the existence of some
ideological and doctrinal differences between the countries of Morocco and
Andalusia and the Aghlabid state in Africa, these differences did not lead to the
outbreak of clear armed political conflicts between them, as both parties were
preoccupied with the internal challenges they faced at that time.
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In the economic (commercial) field, the policy of the Aghlabid state was
characterized by moderation. This state witnessed clear land and sea trade
relations with the countries of Morocco and Andalusia, as it paved trade routes
between them and exported its products to several regions, such as Egypt,
Andalusia, Sijilmasa, Tahert, Fez and Baghdad. The Aghlabid state also
received the products of these countries.

On the cultural level, close relations emerged between the Aghlabid state and
the countries of Morocco and Andalusia. During the Aghlabid era, scholars
from Africa would travel to seek knowledge and learning in Morocco and
Andalusia, and vice versa. There were many trips from the countries of
Morocco and Andalusia to Kairouan for the purpose of learning at the hands of
jurists and scholars there.

Social diversity during the Aghlabid era: Tunisian society witnessed
remarkable social diversity, unlike previous political systems, and there was no
clear discrimination between social classes, but rather everyone was treated
equally, which reflects the moderate policy followed by the Aghlabid rulers,
and members of society enjoyed the freedom to participate in various economic
and social fields, as the state allowed them to work in various sectors such as
agriculture and industry, in addition to government positions, as a result, many
members of Tunisian society gained wide influence and reached prestigious
positions within the social structure of the state.

As for religious diversity in the Aghlabid era: During the Aghlabid rule in
Africa, the region witnessed wide religious diversity. This period is considered
one of the important periods in the history of religious coexistence between the
various sects and religions in the region. The Aghlabid government in Africa
adopted a moderate policy towards the various sects and religions in the region.
It allowed many Islamic sects to freely practice their religious rituals and
beliefs, without any encroachment or interference by the authorities. Rather,
the state supervised and protected the holding of festivals and sectarian
scientific debates. As for non-Islamic religions, such as Judaism and
Christianity, their followers were also allowed to practice their religious rituals
and rites without government interference. This is an indication of the policy
of tolerance and coexistence adopted by the Aghlabid state towards religious
diversity in the region.
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