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topographical variations and social and cultural heritage differences in the
northern regions of Misan compared to the rest of the governorate.
Additionally, the center itself suffers from governmental neglect and social
challenges in the governorate, particularly the rampant tribalism, especially
after 2003, as we move away from the state center. Therefore, this study
was conducted to show the impact of distance and proximity to the center

on the strength of state institutions in Misan Governorate.
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When studying the strength of state institutions in Misan Governorate, it is
essential to examine the strength of these security and service institutions
between the center of the governorate, "Amarah City," and the outskirts or
other administrative units affiliated with it. Has the governorate played its
role, especially after 2003, in achieving security and safety from a security
perspective, or does tribal custom, the sheikh, and the tribe still impose
their views on institutions due to favoritism and the political power some
possess? Can we say that health, educational, and other service
institutions are performing their duties fully and achieving the intended
benefits, or are there ongoing struggles and crises in the governorate and
its districts over the years?The study concluded with several findings,
including that the performance of state security, health, educational, and
service institutions is significantly low in providing services in Misan
Governorate, and the suffering increases as we move south of the
governorate. The study indicated that the theory of center and periphery
applies to Misan Governorate within the state by comparing the
performance of its public institutions with those in Wasit and Baghdad
governorates, which are related to the study topic. However, the study
found that the theory does not apply to Basra Governorate, which is farther
from the state center than Misan, due to special governmental attention to
Basra for its economic importance as the state's only seaport, as well as
the cultural and social differences of its residents.The theory applies to the
administrative units of Misan Governorate in terms of proximity and
distance from the governorate center. The study also showed that the

theory does not apply to the northern areas of the governorate due to the

security institutions, which are fundamental in maintaining security and

making people feel safe in their surroundings. However, the governorate is



out its assigned tasks. The first section examined the security situation
after the British mandate era until 2019 and its weakness in making
decisive decisions and implementing laws due to tribal decisions
overpowering the governor’s authority. This historical perspective showed
the impact of the strength of state institutions and the security reality in the
governorate. Being a border governorate, it is essential to enforce the law
and apply it to offenders. The theory was applied to the governorate and
compared with other governorates near and far from the decision center,
such as Wasit and Basra, to show the impact on the state’s control over
these institutions and the extent of cooperation between the residents of
these governorates and their respect for laws, with a specific focus on
Misan Governorate, the subject of our study. The issue is not limited to the
strength of security institutions in terms of imposing control. The buildings
allocated for security apparatuses also suffer from poor services, modern
buildings, and facilities. Security and service departments, like the national
ID department, which is essential for citizens' identity and information,
suffer from a lack of services and equipment to serve citizens properly.
Chapter Three emphasized the importance of service sectors directly
affecting citizens' lives by evaluating the performance of educational and
health institutions, which were not in better condition under the center and
periphery theory. The governorate suffers from numerous problems, as
outlined in the study, and despite being in the third millennium, until
recently, some schools were built from "mud,"” and there are still schools
with "caravan' classrooms in remote areas or parts of the governorate until

2020.

ARRY



Abstract

The performance of public institutions in a state is influenced by their
distance from or proximity to the center of the state. According to the
theory of "center and periphery," states tend to diminish from the edges. Ibn
Khaldun's theory was applied to Misan Governorate. The study was titled
"The Strength of State Institutions in Misan Governorate According to the
Center and Periphery Theory in the Introduction of Ibn Khaldun: A Study in
Political Geography." The governorate is located 371 km from the capital,
Baghdad, or the central government decision—making center. The study
examined the reality of security institutions and some service institutions in
the governorate and the significant lack of services that these institutions or
the governorate suffer from, which also applies to the center of the
governorate compared to its outskirts. Additionally, a comparison was
made of these services with some governorates near the capital, such as
Wasit Governorate, which is 180 km from the capital. Through the study
period, data collection, and personal interviews with several decision—
makers in the governorate, the researcher found that the proximity and
distance of cities from the decision center have negative effects. A
question may arise as to why Basra Governorate does not suffer from the
same problems as Misan and Dhi Qar, among others. The answer is that
the economic dimension and the geographical location of the city impose a
number of variables that can change the equation. Hence, the study
focused on the theoretical, conceptual, and historical foundations,
explaining the theory and the reality of security and service provision in
cities near the center. The city is considered a living entity that is
influenced by and influences its external environment. Chapter Two

discussed the strength of affected by tribalism and clannism in carrying
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