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Abstract

The current study aims to explore the effect of the “Little Teacher
Strategy” on the acquisition of mathematical concepts among fifth-grade
primary school students. This was done by testing the following
hypothesis:

There are no statistically significant differences at the 0.05 significance
level between the average scores of the experimental group students who
were taught mathematics using the Little Teacher Strategy and the
average scores of the control group students who were taught the same
material using the traditional method in the mathematical concepts
acquisition test.

To verify the research objective and hypothesis, the researcher conducted
an experiment that lasted 10 weeks during the second semester of the
2024/2025 academic year.The researcher employed a quasi-experimental
design (experimental group and control group) using the mathematical
concepts acquisition test.

The study population was defined as all fifth-grade students in morning
primary schools under the jurisdiction of the Wasit Directorate of
Education in Kut District, the administrative center of the governorate,
for the academic year 2024/2025. The study sample was purposively
selected from Al-Sanabel Primary School for Boys, and after exclusions,
the total sample size was 57 students. Section B was randomly selected to
represent the experimental group (with _ students), while Section A
represented the control group (with _ students). Both groups were
matched in variables such as intelligence, age, prior achievement, prior

knowledge, and parental educational level.



After defining the instructional content, the researcher analyzed the
material and identified 13 main concepts, and formulated 88 behavioral
objectives. The researcher also prepared 13 teaching plans according to
the Little Teacher Strategy and 13 traditional teaching plans for the
control group.

The research tool developed was a post-test for acquiring mathematical
concepts, consisting of 39 multiple-choice questions, designed according
to the processes of concept acquisition (concept definition, concept
discrimination, and concept application). The SPSS statistical package
was used for data analysis.

The study results showed a positive effect of the Little Teacher Strategy
on the acquisition of mathematical concepts, as the experimental group
students significantly outperformed the control group students in the
post-test.

Based on these results, the researcher drew several conclusions and
made the following key recommendations and suggestions.

« Teachers of mathematics should be encouraged to use modern teaching
strategies, such as the Little Teacher Strategy, to ensure the benefits of
these methods extend to later educational stages.

* The researcher suggested conducting a training program study using
this strategy ,as well as further research applying it to develop

understanding in other components of knowledge.
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