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Abstract

Abstract

This study summarizes in pursuing the representations of the center and
the margin in our critical heritage from pre-Islamic until the fourth century AH,
the extent to which Arab criticism was affected by that dichotomy, and what
resulted in our literary life represented by poetry because it represents the court
of Arabs and record for their exploits and feats. Also, the study reveals the
extent of the development of public taste from one era to another, the changes
that occurred in that dualism (center and margin) as a result of this development,
and how they accompanied political, social moral and cultural change by
dividing society according to its environments into margin and center or into a
central culture and peripheral one that revolving in orbit or belonging to it. For
instance, Bedouin were considered as a center, while the urban represented a
margin. These critical statements became a center that had a special sanctity
that could be deviated from, it was an example to be followed. Accordingly,

there were consumption and production.

There were productive environments and environments that were limited to
consumption. All that was strongly influenced by the critic pole, who was
known as his Arabism and nervousness, who was the holder the features of
authentic Arabic literature, and who rejected anyone who violated this model
and even marginalized the model culturally, socially ,and literally ,and everyone
who pre-determined the product and the consumer. He became the critic pole
,and he was the only one capable of making tyrant and potent, as if his
confession was limited to a certain class, and not others. It was intolerance that
underestimated new generations and raises the profile of the original model
identified before. Thus, the poet, who was modernized in the environment of an
old criticism, had no place, nor were non-Arabs or slaves, as they were called,
except to be margined , forgotten ,or not recognized for their literary presence in
that environment. We can say that criticism until the end of the second century ,

until the middle of the third century, was a sequent criticism. In the sense that
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Abstract

critics found in old poetry an authentic and focused model whose identity
couldn't be compromised, it was the example they look forward to with
reverence, and they accepted no call for renewal and innovation. The old
criticism was a red line that could be passed by. This was the case of literary
criticism, particularly the days of the Umayyad rule that encouraged Bedouin
tendency and made it the ideal model for literature. In other words, nomadism
prevailed as a central culture once again and marginalized every culture that
contradict this imposed reality. Arab culture in general and literary criticism in
particular remained hostage to that model and that authority. For them, it was a
scene for the beautiful, the wonderful and the center for everything was
distinguished and celebrated. As a result of this hegemony, it obscured change
and development from the eyes due to special considerations of the center ,and
that feeling of change only began with changing tastes, the formation of cultures
and their multiplicity. In this way, the newly rejected, marginalized and
previously silenced models turned into central models representing the center's
culture, it was the official culture as a result of cultural integration with new
currents and cultures that made it previously marginalized a center that was
produced by change and development in public taste. That is, what was a center
in the pre-Islamic became marginal with the progress of time and the
intertwining of science and the mixing of cultures, and what was seen with the
eye of holiness returned and retreated to be replaced by what was marginal or

forgotten.

Consequently, all production and consumption values changed according to
the coloration of life in new colors from different civilizations and nations. After
that, literary criticism was freed from the strict rules and laws that governed it.
And it became possible for non-Arabs to be productive pole in the creative
process of literary criticism ,and that he was no longer marginalized or

forgotten. What was forbidden became available and not from the Arab system.
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Abstract

Likewise, criticism, after the blogging era, was directed at base , analysis and

research where it had the most controversial and severe issues.

Reading the literary text within the concept of literary criticism in the light
of that dualism shows us the size of the change that affected the literary criticism
system after the age of codification and how this criticism became a steady step
that did not deviate from the framework of the development of a taste and
openness of concepts to critical issues, which formed distinct stages of the

history of old Arab criticism.




