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Abstract

Allah the Almighty revealed His Sharia to guide the children of Adam so that
their lives may be happy. Servants cannot be happy except by the Sharia of Allah
that He has legislated for them, that He has approved for them, and that their
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) approved of, and called them to adhere
to it and cling to it firmly. Therefore, we find that Islamic Sharia came with general
and specific rulings that regulate the relationship between man and his Lord, and
man and his fellow man, and protect his life, wealth, and honor, and deter anyone
who would dare to attack others.

Therefore, Islamic law has prescribed punishments to protect the lives of
individuals in society. Sharia law introduced the punishment of retaliation and
prescribed punishments. Among these punishments was the punishment of
“crucifixion,” which came to preserve the order of society and protect its
individuals from assault on lives. It is a great punishment, which Sharia law only
approves for major crimes that affect the security of society and its individuals. On
this basis, the Messenger of God (peace and blessings be upon him) and the
righteous caliphs after him worked. However, this divine legislation for the penal
system was not free from deviation from its path in application and purpose. The
signs of this began to become clear in the Umayyad era, and this deviation reached
its peak in the Abbasid era. This was evident on the part of the caliphs, princes,
ministers, and other decision-makers in the Islamic era, as punishments relied on
whims and personal inclinations, until they became a means of imposing the
political will and other wills of the ruling authority, as the punishment of crucifixion
was among the divine legal punishments that had deviated.

This is achieved by deviating from justice in its application in line with the
authorities' orientations in imposing their control and using their power against
opponents, as shaped by the study of this topic. Although there are studies that have
addressed some aspects of the punishment of crucifixion, such as the master's thesis
entitled "The Punishment of Crucifixion in Islamic Jurisprudence™ by Professor Dr.
Mona Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah Al Mubarak, which was discussed in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia at Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University, this study was
purely jurisprudential, and also examined the views of Islamic sects on the
punishment of crucifixion. Professor Dr. Hashim Al-Daraji and Dr. Iman Hassan
Al-Saadi also wrote a historical study on the punishment of crucifixion from ancient
history until the end of the Rashidun era. The study was published in the Maysan
Journal of Humanities Research in VVolume Thirteen, Issue Twenty-Five, in 2017.
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However, the study was limited to certain civilizations and not others, and only to
the era of early Islam. Dr. Iman Al-Saedi also wrote a research entitled: (The
Punishment of Crucifixion in the Umayyad Era: A Historical Study), which was
published in the Basra Research Journal for Humanities in 2018. However, this
study was limited to the Umayyad era only, so this historical study entitled The
Punishment of Crucifixion in the Abbasid Era 132-334 AH) dealt with it based on
the advice of my supervisor, Dr. Hashem Al-Daraji, to shed light on these
punishments as one of the punishments stipulated by Islamic law. Due to the
complexity of the aspects of the subject, the time period for the subject was
determined until the year (334 AH).

The study was divided into three chapters with an introduction and a conclusion
in which the most important findings of the research were summarized. The first
chapter (the meaning of crucifixion, its historical roots, and Islam’s position on it)
was an introduction to the subject, and it was divided into four main sections. The
first section dealt with defining the linguistic and technical meaning, as well as the
words indicating crucifixion. As for the second section, we dealt with the beginning
of the emergence of the punishment of request and its historical development until
before Islam, where we indicated for the first time that this punishment appeared in
history, as | indicated it in ancient history, specifically in Iraq and the Arabian
Peninsula. The punishment of crucifixion was addressed among other non-Arab
peoples and nations, including the Persians, Romans, and others. The section also
dealt with the punishment of crucifixion among the Arabs before Islam. As for the
third section, it was devoted to studying the legitimacy of crucifixion in Islam and
the opinions of Islamic sects’ jurists in this regard.

The second chapter (Reasons for Crucifixion in the Abbasid Era), which is
considered one of the most important chapters of the study due to the nature of the
material related to the topic, deals with the reasons for issuing the punishment of
crucifixion, and is divided into five sections. The first section deals with the political
reasons, which constituted the largest proportion among the other reasons. This
section includes those who revolted against the regime and rebelled against the
Abbasid authority. The second section deals with the religious reasons, including
those who disagreed with religious and intellectual beliefs. The third section covers
the administrative reasons for the punishment of crucifixion. The fourth section
covers the social reasons for the punishment of crucifixion due to theft and sedition.
In addition, the fifth and final section includes personal reasons. The punishment in
this section may come when those in authority are angry with this person.
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The third chapter was devoted to studying (the mechanism of implementing the
punishment of crucifixion, its termination, and the effects resulting from it). This
chapter was divided into three sections. The first section included the mechanism of
implementing the punishment of crucifixion and the ways of dealing with the
crucified, and the authorities responsible for issuing and implementing the order of
crucifixion, such as caliphs, princes, ministers, sultans, and others. The second
section addressed the mechanism of implementing the punishment of crucifixion
and the ways of stopping it. The third section came from this, indicating the most
important results that follow the punishment of crucifixion. These results were
divided into positive and negative.
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