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Abstract 
     Since writing is one of the most difficult skills, teachers 

should try hard to develop means and methods to promote its 

mastery. They should not be too ambitious concerning their 

students' ability to write creatively. This why the present study 

tries to experiment with means that might prove to be effective 

in the development of writing. Therefore this study aims at 

determining whether the use of self-and-peer assessment as a 

teaching technique, has an impact on improving students' ability 

in writing composition. For this purpose, it is hypothesized that 

there is no statistically significant difference between the means 

of the achievement scores of the students who are taught 

composition writing by the traditional technique, and those who 

are taught by using self-and-peer- assessment technique.  

     To verify the hypothesis, a pretest-posttest experiment has 

been designed. Ninety-two fifth-grade secondary school male 

students are assigned to experimental and control groups, 46 as 

the experimental group and 46 as the control group. The groups 

are statistically equalized in a number of variables such as age, 

parents' level of education, achievement scores in English in the 

previous year, and achievement scores on the pretest.   The 

experimental group is taught composition writing by self-and-

peer-assessment technique, and the control group is taught by 

the traditional method (i.e., currently-followed method), the 

method recommended in the teacher's guide for Book VII. The 



experiment is conducted in Al-Amarah Secondary School for 

Boys, and lasted for two and a half months in the academic year 

2010-2011.     

     After administering the posttest, the results of the study 

indicate clearly that the achievement of the experimental group 

who were taught by self-and-peer-assessment technique has 

been higher than that of the control group who were taught by 

the traditional technique. In other words, self-and-peer-

assessment technique is more effective than the traditional 

technique.  

     Due to the results obtained from this study, a number of 

conclusions has been come up with, among which the most 

important ones are: 

1. Making learners aware of their own mistakes as groups or 

individuals enables them to improve their own performance 

in composition writing.  

2. Self-and-peer-assessment technique as a means of 

alternative assessment helps students to become autonomous 

and collaborative learners and to provide techniques for their 

own learning.  

     In conclusion of this study, recommendations and 

suggestions for further studies have been put forward.   

  

 


