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Abstract

This research aims to provide an objective and systematic evaluation of the credibility of the
narrations of Yunus ibn Zubyan al-Kufi, one of the controversial narrators in Shia hadith tradition,
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through the application of a statistical analytical methodology to his narrations found in the four
fundamental books of Shia hadith (al-Kafi, Man la Yahduruhu al-Faqih, Tahdhib al-Ahkam, and al-
Istibsar). The research stems from the problem of sharp variance and clear contradiction in the
evaluation of Yunus ibn Zubyan by rijal scholars, where opinions about him ranged from absolute
authentication to severe weakening, creating a state of uncertainty regarding reliance on his
narrations in jurisprudential and doctrinal inference.

To achieve the research objectives, the researcher first conducts a comprehensive enumeration
and precise classification of all narrations of Yunus ibn Zubyan in the four books, with an in-depth
statistical analysis of their chains of transmission to determine the layers of narrators from him and
his narrations from them, and to measure the proportions of trustworthy and weak narrators in these
layers. The research also compares the texts of his narrations with other authentic narrations in the
same jurisprudential and doctrinal chapters to evaluate the extent of conformity or uniqueness and
anomaly in the contents.

The preliminary results of the study indicate that a significant proportion of Yunus ibn Zubyan's
narrations come through weak or questionable chains, and that a considerable number of his
narrations are characterized by contents that do not conform to the established doctrinal and
jurisprudential principles, which strongly supports the statements of rijal scholars who ruled his
severe weakness and accused him of extremism (ghuluw) and hadith fabrication. However, the
statistical analysis revealed the existence of a limited proportion of narrations that are transmitted by
some reliable trustworthy narrators and whose texts conform to other accepted narrations, which
opens the door to the possibility of accepting his narration in very rare cases and under precise and
specific conditions, such as the presence of a strong witness or corroborating evidence.

Ultimately, the research confirms that the general ruling on Yunus ibn Zubyan as severely weak
remains the safest and most cautious approach in dealing with his narrations. However, the statistical
methodology applied in this study provides a more detailed, accurate, and mature perspective than
abstract rijal judgments, and contributes to developing new critical tools for evaluating controversial
narrators in Islamic tradition.

Keywords: Yunus ibn Zubyan, the Four Books, Statistical Methodology, Rijal Science, Hadith
Criticism, Quantitative Analysis, Rijal Studies.
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