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Abstract

Cosmopolitanism is one of the most controversial ideologies dealt with
in English literature. It focuses on multiple characteristic features a
modern and contemporary man may possess Features like being a
cosmopolitan or world citizen, being placeless, a patriot, and free can
protect him or her from being alienated, estranged, fearful, and
undignified. It has some similarities with other concepts like
universalism, multiculturalism, and humanism. The need for
cosmopolitanism stems from the harsh realities of modern and
contemporary life as portrayed in literature, resulting from flawed
policies, vicious globalization, and social injustice. This research paper
examines the concept of cosmopolitanism socially and philosophically,
applying it to two poems: Walter De La Mare's "The Listeners" (1912)
and Derek Mahon's "Afterlives" (1975), modern and contemporary
respectively. The paper also aims to trace the concept in both poems
and compare them thoroughly to demonstrate how it is employed,
expressed, and concluded. Furthermore, the paper addresses the
guestions: What is the purpose of being a world citizen? What makes a
person so? How does a cosmopolitan feel both inside and outside their
country ?
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